
2024 Writing 
Contest Winners



Breaking News

3rd place2nd place1st place

“Day 1 of Winter Wheat Tour 
Shows Drought Stress”

 Joel Reichenberger, 
DTN/Progressive Farmer

“AGCO, Trimble Sign $2-Billion Deal”
Dan Miller

DTN/Progressive Farmer

“W.Va. residents unite against proposed 
timber fumigation facility” 

Ryan Tipps
AGDAILY



Economics and Management

3rd place2nd place1st place

“Good Cheeses Make Good Neighbors”
 Steve Werblow

The Furrow

“Be Prepared”
Lisa Foust Prater

Successful Farming

“Performance over pedigree”
 Mike Wilson

Farm Progress Co.



Editorial Opinion

3rd place2nd place1st place

“Momentum”
Mike Rankin

Hay & Forage Grower

“Stock show standoffs aren’t worth the stress 
and strife”

 Heidi Crnkovic
AGDAILY

“Eagles and Expectations: 50 Years of the 
Endangered Species Act”

Jason Jenkins
DTN/Progressive Farmer



Human Interest

3rd place2nd place1st place

“Turkey Red: The wheat that built Kansas”
Jennifer M. Latzke

 Kansas Farmer Magazine / Farm Progress

“Sale Day in Mankato”
 Bill Spiegel
The Furrow

“Spreading Happiness…in a Cup”
Jennifer Shike

Farm Journal's PORK



Humorous Article

3rd place2nd place1st place

“9 Rules Parents Throw Out the Window 
During Fair Week”

 Jennifer Shike
Farm Journal's PORK

“The $100 road trip of a lifetime”
Holly Spangler

Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress

“Donkey madness”
Mike Rankin

Hay & Forage Grower



Issues

3rd place2nd place1st place

“Great Tech Hunt”
Dan Miller

DTN/Progressive Farmer

“Blood, vet and tears: The winds of change blow 
to vet medicine”

Betty Haynes
Prairie Farmer

“All Work and No Play Is No Joke”
Martha Mintz

for John Deere THE FURROW



On-Farm Production

3rd place2nd place1st place

“Farmers: How to actually get paid for carbon”
 Betty Haynes
Prairie Farmer

“Level Up on Soil Health With Livestock”
 Courtney Leeper Girgis

Successful Farming

“View From the Cab”
Pamela Smith

DTN/Progressive Farmer



Personality Profile

3rd place2nd place1st place

“For the Sake of Pig Care”
Jennifer Shike

Farm Journal's PORK

“A Mission of Abundance”
Martha Mintz

for John Deere THE FURROW

“Peggy Whitson: From the Farm to the Stars”
Lisa Foust Prater

Successful Farming



Regular Column

3rd place2nd place1st place

“Long live the rural veterinarian”
Holly Spangler

Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress

“Dear Farm Wife”
Holly Spangler

Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress

“Are Russian Wheat Farmers 
Outcompeting the World or Is Something 

Else Going On?”
Todd Hultman

DTN/Progressive Farmer



Technical Feature

3rd place2nd place1st place

“Electric, driver-optional tractor sparks 
farmer interest”
Betty Haynes
Prairie Farmer

“Greens Get A New Flow”
Martha Mintz

for John Deere THE FURROW

“High Altitude Hatching”
Martha Mintz

for John Deere THE FURROW



Team Story

3rd place2nd place1st place

“Prevent the tragedy of combine fires”
Curt Arens, Sarah McNaughton & Mindy Ward

Farm Progress

“Chaotic Weather”
Chelsea Dinterman and Alex Gray 

Successful Farming

“The local grain elevator closed. Now what?”
Betty Haynes and Tom Bechman

Farm Progress



Emerging Writer

3rd place2nd place1st place

“The Greatest Gift”
Bethany Baratta

“From a Foreign Land”
 Cassidy Walter

“Future Grain Marketers of America”
 Cassidy Walter
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