
2025 Annual Award 
Contest Winners



Writing



Sponsored by:



Breaking News



Breaking News
3rd place

“How Will Tariffs Impact Farm Equipment Markets?”  Karen Jones, Successful Farming



Breaking News
2nd place

“Salaried Deere Employees Take a Hit”  Dan Miller, DTN/Progressive Farmer 



Breaking News
1st  place

“AFBF votes to expel Illinois Farm Bureau”  Holly Spangler, Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress



Economics and 
Management



Economics and Management
3rd place

“Lasso the Love”  Pam Caraway, Farm Progress/Farm Futures magazine



Economics and Management
2nd  place

“Riding the Wind”  Jena McRell, Grant Company/The Cattleman



Economics and Management
1st  place

“Global Growth”  Matthew Wilde, CHS



Editorial Opinion



Editorial Opinion
3rd  place

“Iowa vs. USDA: Disputes Hurt Families and Farmers”

 Chris Clayton, DTN/Progressive Farmer



Editorial Opinion
2nd  place

“Wind restrictions could save our weed control”  

 Holly Spangler, Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress



Editorial Opinion
1st  place

“No, He’s Not a Buffalo: Why We Can’t Avoid Their Questions Anymore” 

Jennifer Shike, Farm Journal's PORK



Human Interest



Human Interest
3rd  place

“Grazing Cattle in Grizzly Country”  Laura M. Brenner, Noble Research Institute



Human Interest
2nd  place

“Bringing Buffalo Back to Standing Rock”  Lisa Foust Prater, Successful Farming



Human Interest
1st  place

“The Harvest”  Karen Conley, National Bison Association



Humorous Article



Humorous Article
3rd  place

“Off To The Pig Races”  Martha Mintz for HOMESTEAD, John Deere



Humorous Article
2nd  place

“ 'Skunkapalooza' comes to Missouri farm”  Mindy Ward, Farm Progress/Missouri Ruralist



Humorous Article
1st  place

“The conundrum of letting kids name our livestock”  Heidi Crnkovic, AGDAILY



Issues



Issues
3rd  place

“Will Illinois Farm Bureau be kicked out of AFBF?”

 Holly Spangler, Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress



Issues
2nd  place

“Bigger. Faster. Smarter?”  Karen Jones, Successful Farming



Issues
1st  place

“Promises Made. Promises Kept?”  Chelsea Dinterman, Successful Farming



On-Farm Production



On-Farm Production
3rd  place

“Know All Your Numbers”  Jason Jenkins, DTN/Progressive Farmer



On-Farm Production
2nd  place

“The Battleship 'Pumpkin' ”  Steve Werblow, The Furrow/Homestead



On-Farm Production
1st  place

“Yes, you can grow wheat in Iowa”  Gil Gullickson, Wallaces Farmer, Farm Progress



Personality Profile



Personality Profile
3rd  place

“Beauty in Bronze”  Allison Jenkins, MFA Incorporated/Today's Farmer magazine



Personality Profile
2nd  place

“Gathering Wool Creating Art”  Martha Mintz for HOMESTEAD, John Deere



Personality Profile
1st  place

“Outside the lines: The ranching roots of pro snowboarder Mark Carter” 

Ryan Tipps, AGDAILY



Regular Column



Regular Column
3rd  place

“What you can learn from 700 people in a machine shed funeral”

Holly Spangler, Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress



Regular Column
2nd  place

“The Big Question for Agriculture in Trump Two”  Urban C. Lehner, DTN/Progressive Farmer



Regular Column
1st  place

“Big Life Changes in the Family Lead to a Bittersweet Tractor Reunion” 

Russ Quinn, DTN/Progressive Farmer



Technical Feature



Technical Feature
3rd  place

“A View From Above”  Martha Mintz for John Deere's THE FURROW



Technical Feature
2nd  place

“Frogeye Leaf Spot Threatens Soybean Yields”  Chelsea Dinterman, Successful Farming



Technical Feature
1st  place

“Long-awaited relief”  Emily Kummerfeld, MFA Incorporated/Today's Farmer magazine



Farm Feature



Farm Feature
3rd  place

“Passing on the Farm: Lessons from the Huber’s Succession Journey”

Jennifer Shike, Farm Journal's PORK



Farm Feature
2nd  place

“Stacking Enterprise” Martha Mintz for THE FURROW, John Deere



Farm Feature
1st  place

“More Than Food”  Bill Spiegel, The Furrow



Team Story



Team Story
3rd  place

“The Oleic Advantage”  Adrienne Held & Chelsea Dinterman, Successful Farming



Team Story
2nd  place

“A Sport of Beauty”

 Katie Knapp and Steve Werblow, Homestead, The Furrow



Team Story
1st  place

“Rays of Hope: Shedding Light On Rural 

Mental Health Challenges”

Anthony Greder, Pamela Smith,

Todd Neeley, Todd Hultman,

Katie Dehlinger, Mike Watkins,

Dave Vrbas

DTN/Progressive Farmer



Emerging Writer



Emerging Writer
3rd  place

“At the Crossroads of Passion and Perseverance”    Jessica Hartman, American Angus Association



Emerging Writer
2nd  place

“Young farmers: It’s hard to wait on a transition plan”  Rachel Schutte, Farm Progress



Emerging Writer
1st  place

“Amy Hildebrandt: All-American dairy farmer”  Ava Splear, Farm Progress, Prairie Farmer



Sponsored by:

Story of the Year



“Rays of Hope: Shedding 

Light On Rural Mental 

Health Challenges”

Anthony Greder

 Pamela Smith

 Todd Neeley

 Todd Hultman

Katie Dehlinger

Mike Watkins

Dave Vrbas

 DTN/Progressive Farmer

Sponsored by:



2025
 Writer of the Year
Honorable Mention

Sponsored by:









2025
 Writer of the Year
Honorable Mention

Sponsored by:

Holly Spangler

Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress



Sponsored by:


