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Testing is the best
way to beat the pest.

“Stomp On SCN PF Cover”
t Warren, Jason Jenkins, Barry Falkner, DTN/Progressive Farmer
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“Is-your farm safe?” Lisa Lynd, Farm Progress
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YOUR FARM > FAMILY BUSINESS MATTERSS

In the Shadow
Of Guilt

ositive feelings are what usually surround a

family farm. Sun-filled images of grandparents

walking with grandkids on family land. Original

land deeds or old seed or feed dealership signs
adorn office walls. Pride, history, tradition and legacy
are a few of the words that come to mind as we think
about the family business.

But, there can also be a negative side to family
businesses. Conflict, secrets, drama, nepotism,
avoidance, privilege and bias can float just under the
surface in many family-owned companies.

One of the most complex notions is guilt, the idea
of thinking or committing an offense. While guilt is
generally created by the person feeling it, guilt can be
triggered by another family member, as well. Consider

If a young person returns sheerly out of a
sense of obligation or only for an
inheritance, he or she will not
be happy. There is a high
likelihood that person’s
unhappiness will be reflected
in poor business performance
relationship challenges or
problems such as addiction.
I've met family members
who gave up their dreams of
working or living elsewhere ou
of a sense of obligation. Guilt
got in the way of personal and
professional happiness.

You Must Lead. Having the

same last name as the business

“Family Business Matters PF 0624" Brent Warren, DTN/Progressive Farmer
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ing it Count, lowa Soybean Review” Susan Langman, lowa Soybean Association
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Help wanted

“Help Wanted” Chris Torres & Rosa Francis, American Agriculturist
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GREEN & GROWING

The garden becomes therapy.

Quiet time can be a healing experience.

I've gone here and there, far and wide, Navajo people. I don’t claim to be an expert
looking for the magic of this planet for most on the Navajos but while talking to them I
of my life. I saw some things, learned a bit, learned a bit about their Blessing Way cere-
lessons in stone and water and wind and mony which has a prayer calling for people
color. This summer, though, things hap- to “walk in beauty.”
pened, as things tend to do. A medical issue I've been thinking about that wisdom as
forced me to stop right where I am and I spent my stationary months here. Even if
truly take a look at things around me while we can’t walk very well for a while, we can
I recovered. still walk in beauty. We can still see the

Forbidden to lift more than five pounds real beauty of the world and engage with it.
or to even bend down or twist my body for Sitting here in the mornings, I've

several months, I made my way to the shade learned to recognize the same pair of car-

“Bits & Pieces, Furrow, Sep/Oct 2024"
Werner, Mod Op / The Furrow Homestead Edition
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REEN & GROWING

Smooth as DiMaggio in springtime

Praying mantises play a deadlier game, though
with the watering, before the sun got high

15t place

Sit down in that rocker over there and

and hot, I'd hang out in the shadows and

we'll wait together. This time of year, we're
abserve life In action.

in waiting mode. We're already past the time
for daffodils and now walt for the irises to

bloom, lining the walkway with ealor. We're
waiting for the return of our hummingbirds

that leave in fall and somehow know to jour-

ney back months later to the feeders hanging

at this house.

Some of us wait for the return of baseball.
1did, once upon a time, remembering long
ago days spent going to major league spring
training games in Florida, with immaculate
grass fields, wooden bleacher seats and con-

gregating hopeful players. In those days, the
New York Yankees trained in Fort Lauderdale.
My father and I were at a Yankees game there
when he grabbed for the binoculars hanging
by a strap around my neck.

“It’s Joe DiMaggiol” he said, as excited as 1
ever saw him. Sure enough, the long-retired
great and unflappable DiMaggio was there,
wearing his number five jersey, striding
across the field as players warmed up. The

stately and graceful DiMaggio stopped and
talked to several of the younger Vankees as
dad intently watched through the binoculars.

DiMaggio headed toward the dugout and

acknowledged cheers from the stands with

awave of his hand. It seemed as though he

One thing [ saw out there with some fre-
quency were praying mantises. They were
incredibly patient, stalking and anticipat-
ing prey with those big compound eyes.
Thave no idea if 1 kept seeing the same

one or if multiple mantises were roamin;
the property. Looking much like sticks
hiding in the plants out there, they were

‘hard to pinpoint. They moved, when they

‘moved, slowly. Then, suddenly, one would

strike and be astride a butterfly or another

insect, holding it with claw-like forelegs.
‘How can a creature that could fly away
from danger allow itself to be caught by
the strange-looking mantis like that? The
‘praying mantis, named for the bent way it
holds those deadly front legs, is the natural
‘born killer of the yard, killing and eating
just about anything it can find.
Female praying mantises mate and
lay eggs in the fall, which hatch in the
spring. After accomplishing that mission,
the females usually die. Along the way,
a female may kill and eat several males,
practicing something called sexual can-
nibalism. About a third of the time, the
female disposes of its mate in this distinet-
X

waved to us. We were
Now, with Joltin’ Joe gone
from this earth for 26 years,
T'm waiting on another spring.
Last spring was a nice one,
then a summer drought hit
with extremely hot weather. 1
watered the plants every morn-
ing at that time. The water
kept these old flowers and
shrubs alive, and the daylilies.
Japanese tiger lilles, gladio-
las and hydrangeas pros-
pered. After I finished

“Green & GrdWing, Furrow, March 2025"
Werner, Mod Op / The Furrow Homestead Edition

ly

An unforgiving predator, the praying
‘mantis moves with precision and does
what it wants. It fears nothing. When I
watch one, it swivels its head and watch-
es me back, as though sizing me up

for dinner. With spring, theyll

be here again, camouflaged
in the foliage, smooth and
graceful like Joe DiMaggio

striding aeross a baseball
diamond on a long-ago

stop towatch.

March day. I'll ence again
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“Successful Farming, The Mexico Maize opener” Matt Strelecki, Successful Farming
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> By Dan Crummett

YOURLAND >>> Photos By Ralph Duke

n | |
Tom and Mimi
Sidwell have
revitalized their
semiarid New
Mexico ranch

Boosts Stocking Rate ==
“Intensive Grazing Boosts Stocking Rate PF 0425"
Brent Warren & Barry Falkner, DTN/Progressive Farmer
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“Nature's Night Shift” Cadie Ramos, Noble Research Institute
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“Sorghum Soars” Amy Gohman, Colle McVoy



Opening Page or Sprea
Design: Custom




Two-Page Plus Design:
Commercial




Two-Page Plus Design:
ommercial

o dntis oy rsaling o fwd dhe next
grovratn ef warkers, peodees ol 00 Aarg
& iy ndyw 5 e fo ki

e Wy and carly 2000u Hasoel Manchia Siye k an

sy 10 peondde 3 5t of 2020 mams e coekd proady

recuearamed when a bocl) Barmeer oo ciaxhe called aikeg

For begh wrocledente backing for waebmd week Fa
rasyee wisal pront Lo ghase calls, Maches e buck fyon,
they ooudd ponta Sedp wardel ol en e s of e moud and find
wrreaes qakk.

0 vaan'e A sk e cook Bl y: an agbod tase cperation teondy
a8 e o Uhe poople who heep i ugp o i

Toraandt 18 o of N Garcer e neacbing. howowcr, Plccila's
Il b iy 1 roodsbe wgya didnt
roedtto s siegk bead

L Conbint i ol ormaience el bedy ool Lo dhrn
withoes radniag ihem of peuiieg eorse penkTie, becrae the
peedd obe g hadh werent there” be explans. Vi abaiys il ity
thie hind of ol GHhe o, Whaere huve ol 1he conbeys gane” Wi,
0 thes e, I3 whese e all the prod obe g ! Theyrens
e ampmeee”

Todw, Mahba o e mgeakore oubetieg diwoar feethe
Satin Departoeed of Agricadase, ber ir'ca greae be il iky
Donesel iy, | b toka branch thas i part. the sy Ns eover
anesnd foon e g s of the I

i3 bard 1o &1 U1 gy, evn i the S0 e yous wece,” PlsEs
. nonrgg et 3 ke of pradeacns e durged e s incre
techenapace or bereg procenes.

1 hers's dao dhe Chanie s Libwe urse stors Dael a oo
Oritece betaren most pomple 30d bz o e fare
ik part o i th Oy SO0ty & Pake ] T core cecd e
3% (T ir b e, ” adidn Clry Mutbis, il
schence depurtmons beadd 2t Yioar ASM Uriverdry, “The dotie 2
vk 3] appeccaie he worh Ut we o inagriudter b prdedls
4 the s 2n b wies 53 40005 g™

LT | 1

e Are All the Good Ol Ag Kids?” Jaime Albers, Angus Journal




2" place

Two-Page Plus Design:
Commercial

YOURLIFE

>Story and Photos By Becky Mills

STAND BY

Herding dog provides a helping paw
and motivates a disabled cattleman.

As he stood by the bale wagon, knife at ready to

cut the net wrap, his son, Clayton Powell Adams,
speared the last of five round bales. As the tractor lifted
the bale into the wagon, it slipped off the hayforks and
bounced, hitting Donald in the back of the neck.

“I knew it was bad,” Adams recalls. The bale broke his
neck at C5 and C6, paralyzing him from the neck down.
Surgery and difficult physical therapy loomed, with
the outcome of walking again uncertain. A cattleman’s

thoughts are never far from his herd, but how would
Adams ever care for his cattle
again? He didn’t know it at the
time, but a four-legged stranger

Five years ago, Donald Adams’ life changed forever.

commands,

With just a few
Skippy herds

“Stand By Me, PF 1224"
Warren, Becky Mills & Barry Falkner, DTN/Progressive Farmer



RECIPES THAT
CREATE A FEAST FOR
YOUR SENSES

By Lydia Zerby

| mbark on a culinary
adventure that tantalizes
your taste buds and ignites your

kitchen creativity. These flavor-

packed recipes are designed to
transform everyday meals into
extraordinary experiences.

Dive into the rich, aromatic

depths of Turkey and Squash

Curry, where tender turkey
melds seamlessly with the
hearty squash, all bathed in a
luscious, spice-infused curry
sauce. Next, let avibrant and
bold Sizzling Asian Beef Stir Fry
captivate you with its symphony
of crisp vegetables, succulent

beef, and a perfect balance
t notes, al

of savory and st
sizzling in your wok. Finally,
wake up your senses with

Chilaquiles Verdes Con Huevos

a traditional Mexican dish

that layers crispy tortillas with

tangy green salsa, crowned
with perfectly cooked e;

a breakfast or brunch that's
both fresh and comforting

These recipes are not just
about meals. They’re about
moments of joy, discovery and
it around the table
1 your apron, gather

your ingredients and get ready

to savor every bit

Two-Page Plus Design:
ommercial
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+ 2 pounds turkey thighs, skin and

Turkey and Squash Curry

Add the minced garlic and grated
bones removed, cut into -inch cubes  ginger, stirring for another minute.
the curry powder, ground

1pound butternut squash,

Sti
cumin, ground cor
and chili powder. Cook for a

seeded, peeled and chopped into
Vinch cubes

+ 1yeliow onion, chopped

- 4 cloves garlic, crushed

1inch fresh ginger, peeled and
grated or chopped finely

- 2tablespoons curry powder

- 1teaspoon garam masala
- 1teaspoon cumin, ground

1 teaspoon coriander, ground

/4 teaspoon turmeric, ground
teaspoon chill powder

(add more to Increase spiciness)
1¢an (14 ounces) coconut milk
1¢an (14 ounces) diced tomatoes,
drained

4 cup water or stock

- 2 ounces fresh spinach

- Sait and pepper to tas
- Vegetable oil
White rice, cooked according to
package directions

Optional: scallions, cilantro, lime,

chopped cashews, yogurt

Cut turkey thighs into l-inch

Dutch oven over medium-high
heat. Add half of the turkey pieces,
season with salt and pepper, and

sides. Remove the turkey from
the pot and set aside. Repeat

with remai
additional

if needed.

In the same pot, add another

tablespoon of oil and sauté the

rianna Schechinger, lowa Soybean Association

minute or so,
to prevent burning.

ing turkey, adding

nder, turmeric

rring constantly

Incorporate the drained tomatoes.
Scrape up any browned bits from
the bottom of the pot using the

liquid released from the tomatoes.

Add the cubed squash and the
browned turkey to the pot and
incorporate into the mixture.

Remove the pot from the heat
and stir in the coconut milk. The
liquid should almost cover the
turkey and squash. If there appears
not to be enough liquid, add about
% cup of water o stock.

Return the pot to low heat,
cover and simmer for 25 minutes.
Remove the lid, stir and then
continue to simmer on low with the
top off until the squash is tender
and the curry has thickened a bit,
about 10-15 minutes. Add salt

to taste.

When ready to serve, take off

the heat and stir in the fresh

spinach so that it wilts.

Serve over rice and garnish with
items like scallions, cilantro, lime,
chopped cashews and yogurt.
Cook’s Tip: You can substitute
butternut squash with sugar
pumpkin, Hubbard squash or
acorn squash.
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“...Feed And Fuel - Two Plus” Cadie Ramos, Noble Research Institute
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“Sorghum Soars” Amy Gohman, Colle McVoy
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IT'S IN-OUR NATURE

“Sorghum Sustainability Report” Clint White, Sorghum Checkoff
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BY BILL SPIEGEL

CONSERVATION LEGACY

Innovation legacy powers Kansas farm.

A steadfast commitment to
improving the soil is a hallmark
of Andy and LaVell Winsor’s
3,000 acre farm near Grantville,
Kansas.

The Winsors farm corn and soy-
beans in the Kansas River Valley,
and are determined to optimize
the acres they farm by adding
irrigation systems to dryland
farms or improving irrigation
systems already in place, to max-
imize production on fields suited
for supplemental moisture.

“Additional farmland is hard
to secure, and this move was to
make our current farms more ef-
ficient and increase production
and profitability with the diffi-
culty of adding additional acres,”
LaVell explains.

Primarily, these improvements
include adding or upgrading cen-
ter pivot systems. However, they
installed subsurface drip irriga-
tion (SDI) on one farm that has

unique challenges due to high-
way and railroad right-of-ways,
and a ereek that further divides
the farm. While SDI costs more
than center pivot systems, the
Winsors were able to customize
the layout to fit odd-shaped fields
a center pivot system could not
completely cover.

“The benefit is that we reduce
the water usage because it’s
emitting water right at the root
zone. We’re saving about 20% on
water usage that way, plus the
energy used to pump the water,”
Andy explains.

Additionally, nutrients can be
spoon-fed to the crop with the
drip irrigation, he adds.

“Nutrients are applied right at
the time the plants need it, and
at the root zone where the crop
takes them up right away. We're
using a lot fewer nutrients to
grow more bushels.”

When SDI proved successful,

they expanded the system to in-
clude a second field on that farm.
Now, they plan to add it to more
farms when possible; one on a
rented farm that is flood irrigat-
ed and another on acres current-
ly in a dryland system.

They also aim to add tile drain-
age to a couple of farms with
heavy soils, to increase oxygen
flow and improve soil health,

Andy says.

“Family tradition. Andy con-
tinues the conservation work
that began with his father Rus-
sell and grandfather James in the
1960s. They were early advocates
of conservation farming, install-
ing terraces and waterways more
than six decades ago. In 2016,
the Winsor family earned the
National Conservation Legacy
Award, presented by the Ameri-
can Soybean Association.

Russell had crop and livestock

“Conservation Legacy (Nov 2024)" Nate Werner, Mod Op - The Furrow
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TAKING CORN HIGHER

Meeting the ground crew behind clean jet fuel.

The day Bill Nye ‘The Science
Guy’ comes to your farm to talk
about jet fuel is one for the books.

Shawn and Mike Feikema run
their family’s 7,000-acre row
crop and 6,000-head beef farm
in southwestern Minnesota.
They know exactly what works
across their acres and feedlot,
what doesn’t, and most impor-
tantly, why.

Continuously analyzing their
datayear after year has led them to
transition their fields to no-tilland
strip-till, seek different grain mar-
keting options, and feed younger
calves and beef-dairy crosses.

One market the Feikema broth-
ers have begun to rely on is local
biofuels production. When start-
ing to take the crop management
reigns from his dad and uncle,
Shawn remembers working hard
to develop a relationship with a
nearby ethanol plant.

“Iwanted [the buyer] to call me

first because he knew I could de-
liver no matter what,” he recalls.
Now much of their corn and
soybeans go to local ethanol and
biodiesel processing facilities,
and their cattle eat the DDGS (dis-
tiller’s dried grains with solubl

“Ready for takeoff. paul
Bloom, Gevo’s chief carbon offi-
cer, says, “The biofuel technology
is ready, and farmers are already
growing low-carbon feedstock.
We need to share the story as

“It is a cycle that really works
for us,” Shawn adds.

As they continued to drill
deeper into their data, they also
invested in sharing their farm’s
story. They started years ago
sending all their landlords DVDs
at the end of each season.

Gevo, a Colorado-based biofu-
els company, bought the farm’s
closest ethanol plant in 2010 as
part of its plan to produce sus-
tainable aviation fuel (SAF).

After that is when Feik &

much as possible about what SAF
really means for sustainability,
forboth fuel and our food supply.”
Gevo astutely decided to di-
rectly teach airline sustainabil-
ity teams and their corporate
customers that the benefits of
SAF begin on the farm. They now
regularly bring teams to Luverne,
Minn., and Feikemas help show
how SAF made from corn like
theirs can make a difference.
Those who come to Feikemas’
(most of whom have not been on a
ial farm) ar i 1

passion for precision, sustain-
ability, and promoting modern
agriculture combined in an un-
imaginable way—and led Bill Nye
to visit their farm earlier this year.

surprised by what farmers actu-
ally do and the recordkeeping in-
volved. They quickly realize their
preconceived notions are not al-
'ways accurate, Bloom says. =

“Taking Corn Higher (Sep/Oct 2024)" Nate Werner, Mod Op - The Furrow
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“Voices for Agriculture, PF 0824"
Brent Warren, Barry Falkner & Elaine Shein, DTN/Progressive Farmer
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“The Cattleman - December 2024"
Jena McRell, Grant Company and
Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association
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“Fresh Pickings Magazine Spring 2025"
Brianna Schechinger, lowa Soybean Association
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“Fresh Pickings Magazine Summer 2024"
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owa Soybean Association |
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“Legacy Magazine - Winter 2024"
Cadie Ramos
Noble Research Institute
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Global Growth

Strategic investments help
U.S. farmers compete - I

“Fall 2024 C Magazine” Amy Gohman, Colle McVoy
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“Legacy Magazine - Summer 2024" Cadie Ramos, Noble Research Institute
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“Rays of Hope, PF 0524"

Brent Warren
Barry Falkner & Anthony Greder

DTN/Progressive Farmer
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“Sorghum Holiday Calendar” Clint White, Sorghum Checkoff
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“Successful Farming, Black Cloud Over Solar”
Matt Strelecki, Successful Farming



Best Use of Typography

2" place

\ \
\ f ‘& o "g,‘
Farmland ‘ S
prices settle (
down after
years of growth. ;.

“Successful Farming Down to Earth”
Matt Strelecki, Successful Farming
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“The Mexico Maize”
Matt Strelecki, Meredith Agrimedia
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FINANCIALS

Since 2008, the United Sorghum Checkoff Program has been diligently
working to increase profitability and drive growth for U.S. sorghum
farmers. We are committed to making a positive impact on the bottom
line of the 6,000+ sorghum producers we serve.

|

Total Revenue

Total Closed Contract Investment Total
Collections Funds Returned Income Income
$8,829,534 $462,437 $984,197 $10,359,762

Total Expenses
. Market Development $3,925,745
‘ Crop Improvement $4,493,206
State Funding Passback $1,980,320
TATAI

“Sorghum Checkoff 2024" Clint White, Sorghum Checkoff
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State Passback

NEBRASKA OKLAHOMA

$82,304 $79,995 $70,666

$1,088,156

$635,552
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= 5.6

million acres of

grain sorghum average farm price
were harvested of $4.25 per bushel EXPORT r‘t%ul
ETHANOL L
"PRODUCTION
m ; .
-
2 g 8 &
TOP U.S. EXPORT CUSTOMERS IN - M e
MARKETING YEAR 2020/2021 3 I im :Anm



Best Use of Chart and
Graph Material

2" place

TH" | 'GH
VOLATILITY

dfglt

“Steering Through Volatility” Amy Gohman, Colle McVoy
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: : year-round Muhammad Ali and Mike Tyson
market access to benefit of their eras, U.S. farmers and

=i grain companies dominated the
U.S. farmer-owners. competition.
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C Magazine” Amy Gohman, Colle McVoy
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Global Growth

Strategic investments hel

Magazine” Amy Gohman, Colle McVoy
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Matt Streleck
Successful Farming



