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Breaking News



Breaking News
3rd place

“Illinois FFA elects 6 new officers”

Ava Splear

Farm Progress/Prairie Farmer



Breaking News

2nd place

“Grain Dealer Fails to Pay Nebraska 

Farmers”

Todd Neeley

DTN/Progressive Farmer



Breaking News

1st place

“Philip Nelson defeats Brian Duncan to 

become Illinois Farm Bureau President”  

Holly Spangler

Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress



Economics and 
Management



Economics and Management

3rd place

“On Their Terms”

Martha Mintz

The Furrow, John Deere



Economics and Management

2nd place

“The Woven Path”

Martha Mintz

The Furrow, John Deere



Economics and Management

1st place

“Surviving the Squeeze”

Adrienne Held

Successful Farming



Editorial Opinion



Editorial Opinion

3rd place

“Now Serving: USDA Approved Facts”

Joshua Baethge

DTN/Progressive Farmer



Editorial Opinion
2nd place Tie

“U.S. Soybean Farmers 

pay price of Trade War 

with China” 

Gil Gullickson

Wallaces Farmer



Editorial Opinion

2nd place Tie

“Steer Carcass Weights

Hit New All-Time High 

of 983 Pounds”

ShayLe Stewart

DTN/Progressive Farmer



Editorial Opinion

1st place

“The 4-Alarm Fire in Farm Country” 

Holly Spangler

Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress



Human Interest



Human Interest

3rd place

“Small Groups, Big Outcomes”

Lisa Foust Prater

Successful Farming



Human Interest
2nd place

“Unity Amid Tragedy” 

Jennifer Shike

Farm Journal’s PORK



Human Interest

1st place

“The Right Balance”  

Susan Payne

DTN/Progressive Farmer



Humorous Article



Humorous Article

3rd place

“Folk Forecasting”

Katie Knapp

The Ag Photographer

The Furrow



Humorous Article

2nd place

“The garden that never was”  

Betty Haynes

Midwestern Lens



Humorous Article

1st place

“Forget the imperfections 

— take the pictures”  

Betty Haynes

Midwestern Lens



Issues



Issues
3rd place

“The Fluid Border Crisis”

Diane Meyer

Grant Company LLC
Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers 

Association



Issues

2nd place

“The Pests Are Back in Town” 

Adrienne Held

Successful Farming



Issues

1st place

“Small Groups, Big Outcomes”  

Lisa Foust Prater

Successful Farming



On-Farm Production



On-Farm Production

3rd place

“Spring Moves that Pay”

Kriss Nelson

Iowa Soybean Association



On-Farm Production
2nd place

“Across the Fenceline”

Jena McRell

Grant Company / The Cattleman, 

Texas & Southwestern Cattle 

Raisers Association



On-Farm Production
1st place

“Mapping the Future”

Allison Jenkins

MFA



Personality Profile



Personality Profile
3rd place

“Life by the Season”

Megan Silveira

Angus Journal



Personality Profile

2nd place

“Turning tragedy into rodeo triumph”

Andy Castillo

Farm Progress



Personality Profile

1st place

“The Lasting Legacy”

Jessica Hartman

American Angus Association



Regular Column



Regular Column
3rd place

“What happens to farms when politics 

drive markets?”  

Holly Spangler

Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress



Regular Column

2nd place

“FFA Probe Triggers a 

Popeye Moment”

Greg D. Horstmeier

DTN/Progressive Farmer



Regular Column

1st place

“Can we treat each other better?”

Pam Caraway

Farm Progress



Technical Feature



Technical Feature

3rd place

“Corn pollination revolution in motion” 

 Gil Gullickson, 

Wallaces Farmer/Farm Progress



Technical Feature
2nd  place

“Sharp Eye On Precision”  Dan Miller, DTN/Progressive Farmer



Technical Feature
1st  place

“From the Field to Fifth Avenue”  Kriss Nelson,  Iowa Soybean Association



Farm Feature



Farm Feature

3rd place

“Built To Last”

Des Keller

DTN/Progressive Farmer



Farm Feature

2nd place

“Finding the right 

farmer-landowner fit”

Betty Haynes

Midwestern Lens



Farm Feature

1st place

“Bugs On the Ranch”

Lisa Foust Prater

Successful Farming



Emerging Writer



Emerging Writer

3rd place

“‘Just Pause, Think’ 

A survivor’s message”

Kriss Nelson

Iowa Soybean Association



Emerging Writer

2nd place

“From Nervous to Noteworthy”

Molly Biggs

American Angus Association



Emerging Writer

1st place

“Prayer Over Pivots”

Joy Crosby

Southeastern Peanut Farmer



Team Story



Team Story

3rd place

“Corn and Soybeans’ Most Unwanted”

Chelsea Dinterman and Adrienne Held

Successful Farming



Team Story

2nd place

“The ugly truth about trade wars”

Holly Spangler and Ava Splear

Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress

 



Team Story

1st place

“Corn and Soy Go Rogue”  

Adrienne Held, Cassidy Walter, 

and Chelsea Dinterman

Successful Farming



Series or Special Issue



Series or Special Issue

3rd place

“Paved Over: How Technology is 

Reshaping American Farmland”

Andrew Castillo, Farm Progress



Series or Special Issue

2nd place

“Farm Labor”

Claire Kelloway, Lisa Foust Prater, 

Cassidy Walter

Successful Farming



Series or Special Issue

1st place

“Finding Financing for 

Farming”  
Elaine Shein, Chris Clayton, 

Katie Dehlinger, Gregg Hillyer, 

Rhett Montgomery, 

Susan Payne, 

DTN/Progressive Farmer



Master Writers



Level One

Mickayla Jordan

Jake Zajkowski



Level Two

Molly Biggs

ShayLe Stewart



Level Three

Jessica Hartman

Chris Six



Level Four

Anthony Greder

Elizabeth Hodges

Diane Meyer



Master Writer
Level Five

Joshua Baethge

Rhiannon Branch

Adrienne Held

Mary Kennedy

Allison Lynch

Ava Splear



Story of the Year



“Small Groups, Big 
Outcomes”
Lisa Foust Prater
Successful Farming



2026
 Writer of the Year
Honorable Mention

Andy Castillo

Farm Progress









Sponsored by:



Sponsored by:

Congratulations
2026 

Writing Contest Winners
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