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“Illinois FFA elects 6 new officers”
Ava Splear
Farm Progress/Prairie Farmer

lllinois FEA elects 6 new offici

BY AVA SPLEAR

IN JUNE, FFA members from all over
Illinois gathered in Springfield for the
97th Tlinois FFA Convention at the Bank
of Springfield Center, On June 12, over
500 delegates elected new officers for the
2025-26 year.

Eaddier in the week, delegates passed an
amendment that allows the addition of the
sentinel position to the officer team, which
means there are six state officers this year
instead of five. They are:

President Natalle Pratt, Amboy FFA. Pratt
was pamed president after three rounds of
votin; 8&»‘: ional deliveris uhzr:c-
ceptance speech, stressing that God helped

noting that many people he looks up to
have been in a state officer role before him.
“Now I'm in their role, and there's going to
be people after me, and I'm ready to be that
inspiration for those people.” he said.

Reporter Ethan Brmmer, Pear| City FFA.
Bremmer grew up on his family’s grainand
dairy farm, and it deeply influenced hisup-
bringing. Today, he helps care for cattle, tills
fields and drives the semi.

“Ever since 1 could walk, I've been on
the farm in a tractor’ Bremmer said. “Tlove
agriculture. Its in my blood”

Bremmer calls Pear] City in Section 1
home and says being involved in FFA is
a family tradition. His grandfather was a
member, his father was a section pregident

Inside lllinois Ag 1 JUL 2025 7

FrairioFarmer.com

TEAM: The 2026-26 Iinols FFA officers are
(from left) Natalle Pratt, president; Koben
Tate, vice president; Ethan Bremmer, reporter;
Kyle Bradshaw, secretary: Kaydance Wooton,
treasurer; and Paige Sierens, BNtINEL e s

they belong here)” she said, adding that she
wants toprovide a “place where they feel like
they'reat home no matter where they'reat”

Sentinel Palge Slerens, Annawan FFA.
Sicrens will scrve as the sentinel for this
upcoming year, the first ane in Illinois FFA
history. How does that feel?

“It’s a surreal experience to know that
you even got a major state office, let alone
this higtoric one,” Sierens said, “I'm just so

During the selection process, Sierens
gave multiple speeches and said that her

nerves subsided as she gave more speeches.
‘While speaking, she said seeing members’
FFA chaptet, Blue Ridge, in Section 16. faces whom she would sexve if elected was
“Bver since my [reshman year, Thad him  an incredible feeling,
tolook up to]” Wooton said. Sierens grew up on her family’s farm
Wooton said she hopes incly-  near A She decided to run for a
i i duringher term ontheof-  state office during chapter visits as Section
ficer team. “Thope to maks yonefeellke 3 presid
Bonfleld, IL
i (815) 426-2330
¥ Manufacturing L dmg.com
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Grain Dealer Fails to Pay Nebraska Farmers
Mebraska Grain Dealer License Suspended After 38 Farmers Not Paid $2M for Grain

TPTI0X5 | 209 P 0T
By Trald Merley , DTHFrviranmental Fditor

Connect with Todd:
W @CTMeeley

LIMCOLH, Meb.{DTH) - The Nebraska Public Service Commissian suspended the grain dealer license of a Mebraska firm
after the company Failed to pay nearly $2 million to about 38 farmers for deliveries of grain to the Gmaha-based business.
Investigations are underway in some of the nine ather states where the company operates,

Mehraska regulators at the end of last week filed a complaint against Hansen-Mueller Ca., after receivinga complaint
from a farmerwho told them the compary failed to pay for a grain delivery.

"In response to the producer's complaint on Oct. 23, 2025, an inspector with the grain department conducted an an-site
examination at the respondent's facility" the complaint said.

“Grain Dealer Fails to Pay Nebraska

Farmers”
During an emergency meeting of the Nebraska Public Serdee Commissian an Oct, 24, 2025, Teri Fritz, director of the

Todd N ee I ey The state of Nebr aska susnended the grain dealer [*lebrx_ask..a Grianarehquse and Dealer Department, said ?fflc_lals in a_II statesv.-'here Hansen-Mueller aperates are
llcense for Hamsen-Musller Co. after 38 farmers loaking inta the allegatians of nan-payment to producers® as it pertains to their states.

DTN / Prog re s S ive Fa rm e r ;Z:i;ﬁ:;;le:ﬁ;?“;f:;:;]"E company for HANSEN-MUELLER LOCATIONS

The compatyy is headquartered in Omaha and operates agrain merchandising office in Grand lsland.

"During the examination respandent provided a fle identifying all Mebraska praducers with unpald grain abligations”

The PSC said the unpaid deliveries coourred between Aug, 30, 2025, and Oct, 21, 2025,

Inaddition, Hansen-Mueller operates elevators and merchandising offices in Council BIuFfs, lowa: Duluth, Minnesota; Houston, Texas: Salina and Kansas City, Kansas; Kansas
City, Missowd; Sioux City, lowa; Superior, Wisconsin: Tallulah, Louisiana; 8 merchandisng office in Alabaster, Alabama; as well 2= & processing millin Taledo, Ohio.

A spolkesperson with the Louisiana Department af Agriculture and Forestry confirmed with DTN on Manday that "the Louisiana Agnicultural Commedities Commission is
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“Philip Nelson defeats Brian Duncan to
become lllinois Farm Bureau President”
Holly Spangler

Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress

Qmmgms

PrairieFarmer
Philip Nelson defeats Brian Duncan to become lllinois

Farm Bureau president

In a contentious election that could shift the organization’s direction, 55.6% of delegates cast their vote for Nelson and 52%
voted to retain Evan Hultine as vice president.

) Holly Spangler, Pralrle Farmer editor, Farm Progress executive edltor, Prairie Farmer 9 Min Read
December 9, 2025

BACK AND READY: “We're excited — It's another chapter with Farm Bureau,” said Philip Nelson. “But we've got a lot of challenges in
front of us to solve. It's a tall order, but we're up to the task.” PHOTOS 8Y BETTY HAYNES
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3rd place

“On Their Terms”
Martha Mintz
The Furrow, John Deere

Wnlidsation wisnne ofanariy of
strong fealings washing over Jeff
Okermun as he his wile Nuncy.
sinel father-l kil Brsin,
watched ac of thair prioe 3-vear-
old vuws e thruugh U ring
ab Miles Ciky Livestock Commis-
slow, It was the first lot of thele
A7s-head herd dinpersisl.

Sewts nronmd them were filled
with friends, family, and nelgh-
bum then: 1o suppurt and ool
hrate, The sile wasn'® driven hy
duress, Itwasa carefully planned
sbrntestic business muove, A well-
carncd snft etinen

“Wwheu i hecame chvlous
our kids weeren't coming bk
thomneh, we started disenssing
Dancy says. Talk
1 Ursency built
A nea-
tally getting & lttle older and
s it e v,

hsied three: enterpris
ranch, farming, and a commerelal
al o 1
sinl [Ewens<n'Egming tn ke hes b,

“Unea you sell 4 xanch in Mon-
it you'll never hive oot
Joft = That left the cows.

what to de

ed in rough
The: neat tine pr

THEFURROW « 10

which they snon did, they put
thelr plan nto actlon. Ayearwas
veith advisurm.

gt gl

The:y e ptthe heerd well ted sind In
top shape for the February sale.

further develop them and ltwould
spread income, They will be sold
, fficlly alnsing
the Okermanz,

“'wople always talk aboul sell-
Iy when prices get hich, hut
ravely do. yvereallzed ) we didu't
acl luwrould be another 10 years
hetore we hisd the chamee,” N
ey zavs “We had to he honest
with ourselves about 1f we could
St be dining s gond job with the
eattle on our cwn at 3o.”

Ihey bought thelr place south
of Miles Clty In1go2. It was n
permanent home for the acce
Liead herd they’d butl on leased
gromud. There: was rnom ta g
and grow on the 13 sectlons.

11l was adverllsed a3 having a
qeembisid cariying enpacity. It
wasn't quite up to that. The vough
guube buwss and highly erod-
Ihle  cheatgrass-lnfested s
bad been beavlly used.

“we worked for the lasl o
yenrs tn deselap witer and 5 de-

frrred rotitionn | emizing system.
Today I think we could run 4oc
cows year In and year out and
even westher at least one dry
year without msking too many
changes.” Okerman says,

The: herd  nlso transtormed.
They selected cows that thrived
In thelr environuent, carefully
kg penetles and health,

“These are blug-collar cows.
They're nol perfect, but therrs
solied,™ Joft sald, weleles twinkling
on his mustache as he, Nancy,
and thelr frlends l2aded the hard
nidly. -z F Tabirwiry by,

une

the uniform group of 3-vear-olds
wias i ot unmineedity on sale iy,
They hrought: &3,a85 csch a fia
ellity vecord for commerclal cat-
wonl.
wn little aiter
the first bunch,” Maney says.
More ulthe sarme followeil The
batlsinee of thele ity hend was
suctioned off in age-based lots.
The unifirmity ufthe proups wis
s poluk of pride forthe family, 5
testanent towhat they had bullt.
s sold aut i dess Lhin
winning hickder

tonk cuery =i cow In esich cut
with ne zorting,” Oksrman says
§ u henlis often Las
ustry. For the
{hearmans, 16 was s high polut,
The stress of ever-loomin
tailure bn the &
hoppers, and markets was wiped
Torthe months sinee theyve
e e Pl e
They vislt their graudkds in
: regrulurly. hur

aw

fi

Coloradn m

calulng senson, leff was In Moxi-
co, making his dream of catching
s tarpon i redity.

“t hiad some: pangs of surslvor
gullt, but they sesmed to 0o away
with i s s,

Thine: and money became avall
able to make ranch improve-
ments. i sping wislerand
repairing roards. Thee work will
young famlly leasing

1t Opporlunity

Economics and Management

tor their kids ta continne In the
industry, The Olkermsns have
Toumbitall t be very revarding,

“In agriculture, ©% hand o
judge suceess berause vou're
wlose o Brilingeal ] the ime. Tt
Irsagalnstehe wall

Ter he: ible: to sell nur e,
terms means 4 lot to us,” he says,
' b

feod b7 | to «zoa them in slacz after tie szle urtil t1a woather breks. Opposite. 11e

irantz Whan 3 rangs <

Aparaaches Nancy looking te be band fad zha admits 218 lost ber compasire 3 hit.

THEFURROW/ » 19




“The Woven Path”
Martha Mintz
The Furrow, John Deere

Pl
"

“HE FURROW * 10
~ »

Mark Yeager sneaks & pesk al
by pleone with @ gin He way
aquick, bt not fase enongh 1o
avoill being vallad owt Ty s wilis
Cassandra andd kids, Tae, Anna
Brabelnld, aunl Mad Jo G
theirseuts araund the table.

“He acts hla alam o he san
wheak that upp every 3o niin-
wnles all dzht,” Joe goads,

I st sucial media or thy
wreather henglog him such de-
Light, its anapp teachiog oulios
orders far their familys lied
Land Cottan lineus business.,

The numhers are evidenee nf
a realized drewn and a decadc
of wark. Shrets, blankets, tow-
ols and otbor texiles madi i
the TUnited States fram antten
grown o the Camils’s Noxth Al-
abunia furn s hewded put
mare happy rustamees.

The journey from canimad-
Ity pelec 1aker 1 walnc-added
product  prics-waber  slacted
In 1994 when the Yeagers bl

Heeir uwes cullon gin

ST wanted cantinl of poerss-
i sl mawcketing, and W cul-

leat mare: of the pmfits he
made onmy erop,” Mark savs,

I z2og, the family taak the
next skepwith Bed Land Cotton,

pmducing texnles e direet
salk to cansumers.

1 enuld hay a pate af pants
Tor Z4u Uuat valy ol w ceupbs
runichs of cotton 1o niake. Twas
wolling wiybe Sou per pound
far thee cotton,” Yark says. The
reallzatlen Insphved him 1o on-
ter the textile imiustrye. “Aftee
16 WAL, 100w know & lon mar:
woes ot oaling aod ouudest-
ng & exils than juzt eollen.”

The Lamily navizated the pro-
J.S. husi

Economics and Management

cused on farming, Anna, Mark
amnd  Cassundrn wored  on
Frowlng the textile bosiness, in
2vzy, they ueade 50,000 yards
of fakric just for sheets. They
Juvve expanded o bclude jooe
linen options, and are ventur-
ninte more printa and eolors,
Thie supply ehain has present-
ed sigiGeant challenges, The
bizomst bottleneel was the cut-
and-gias proecss, e memedy
the situation, they leased aod
4 an shaond d Missis-

eess of findin,
o spin bales of lint inte yaren,
wrave fabric, and eut and =ew
the abicels inte bedding, Siwpl:
sheet sets provided a stalght-
Joraand entry Lo e oacket,
“Our first onder was 30 bules
of collen el wads 2cc0e
yands o fabiie," suys Anng, whis
manages markellng and apera-
tions tor Ted Tand Catton. At 7
warils per sheet, that run made
wucu shoel sots, “I was w big
mvestment larus, but small po-
lattwns for e processors,”

Annia was u raphic desisier
beloaw mwtursing o belp ke
Terdd Tand Catton w erality,

“1 lneas nethng buae the -
ternct is o amazing toal,” she
savs, While her hroitbors fo-

sippi cut-aod-sew Lility,
“Theres o rich  historme ot
extle wannfacluring o the
area,” Anma mays. Theee was
sowpoent and & conmii-
tv of shillsi sewers, They also
wsed w locad Mowlow, Alabaus,
cut-anc-stw business. They ve
sinee pumchased the husiness
ane brawht it into their ware-
hawvse and siare faallite

Omganie tee. Abont woe miles
I the eas), Texay Pasbaodle
eottan tannen, Gary Oldhaim,
albso fouud bimssll Crushaed
with atten market instability.

Oldbam leh & cacer o acr -
space engineering o help his
wother on the farm afier she

Abovm, e 1l <ol I
zimple cganic t shirts ard

rhade fram cettan gowsn 91 -ha Yeagar's Alabama Sanm ars

Ietinlices, Gy Oldlian man | e valymeseszeles 1ol niskinge
h b5 erep. Opposite. Tozy zlenkets are 23 o mar
reatact through thair ratall steca Pad _ard Taotan,

[ECESETHRS]
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“Now Serving: USDA Approved Facts”
Joshua Baethge
DTN/Progressive Farmer

NOW SERVING: USDA-APPROVED FACTS

DC DIALOGUE | BY JOSH BAETHGE

FARMERS DEPEND ON informa-
tion from USDA. But what happens
when the agency decides the public
should only be informed on a need-
to-know basis?

A more accurate description
might be a “what-we-want-you-to-
know” basis. That's assuming USDA
even knows what this administra-
tion wants anybody to know.

According to recent polling,
farmers confidence in USDA data
is falling. That's no surprise given
the market turmoil caused by its
unexpected revisions to its January
World Ag Supply and Demand
Estimates report.

USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins
recently announced a request for
information te “help inform future

Unfiltered information, big and
small, is hard to come by these days.

NO QUESTIONS ASKED

[ recently attended USDAs Ag Out
look Forum in Washington. One
session was on New World screw-
worm, which did not disappoint.

Five USDA experts delved into
the data for nearly an hour. It was
fascinating — yet another example
of what great minds can do when
given the proper resources.

After the session’s end, the panel-
ists stuck around to chat. No less
than 20 people approached the
stage, One scientist agreed to answer
a couple of my questions in a few
minutes.

As I waited, a USDA staffer

asked me if T was media. When 1
confirmed what was clearly stated
on my badge, she said | wouldn't

be allowed to talk with the scien-
tist. Assuming the speakers were
pressed for time, I promised to limit
myself to one question. The USDA
“bouncer” said it did't matter.

As the panelists spoke with oth-
ers all around me, T was told to go
through “official channels”

Now to be clear, no person is
obligated to speak with me. When
a person tells me they don't want to
talk, [ accept it and move on. That's
their prerogative. But when the gov-
ernment forbids its own scientists
from speaking withoul a govern
ment chaperone, that concerns me.

It should concern you, too. FF

ACN
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“U.S. Soybean Farmers
pay price of Trade War
with China”

Gil Gullickson
Wallaces Farmer

U.S. soybean farmers pay price of trade war with
China

As Things Look to Me: Tariffs may help get a better trade deal from China, but Trump administration risks
losing a market that annually buys 25% of U.S. soybeans.

At a Glance

Headed into fall, the U.S. had not sold one soybean to historically its largest customer,
China.

Long term, tariffs don’t work. At their most severe, they worsened the Great Depression.

If the U.S. loses China as its largest soybean customer, there will be a reckoning in what to
do with unneeded soybean acres.

By Gil Gullickson
Editor, Wallaces Farmer

October 22, 2025

ators
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Call the Market

11/19/2025 | 11:00 AM CST
By Shayle Stewart, DTN Livestock Analyst

USDA Weekly Slaughter Steer Weights

“Steer Carcass Weights
Hit New All-Time High
of 983 Pounds”

ShaylLe Stewart -l

Jen  Feb  Mer  Aasr Moy Jum  Ju Az Sep Oet  Nov Dec

DTN/Progressive Farmer

and produce high quality meat. But the industry
can't continue to push the growth envelope and
not expect catastrophic problemsto arise. (DTN
ProphetX chart)

Editorial Opinion

Steer Carcass Weights Hit New All-Time High of 983 Pounds

Steer Carcass Weights Hit New All-Time High of 983 Pounds

| hate to be the bearer of bad news given that the market has had plenty to digest lately. But sitting quietly behind the
scenes and getting forgotten about among all the headlines, another unfavorable story is playing out: The ever-increasing
weight of fed cattle carcasses.

With the government back online, the weekly actual slaughter under federal inspection data was released and shared
some concerning numbers. For the week ended Nov. 1 (asthe report runs two weeks behind schedule) dressed steers
averaged 983 pounds -- a new all-time high for the industry, surpassing the weights of 2020 during the COVID shutdown
by along mile.

To put this new milestone into perspective, for the same week a year ago steers were averaging 958 pounds (25 pounds
less than today). Compared to two years ago, steers were averaging 927 pounds (56 pounds less than today). And
compared to 2020 -- when fed cattle supplies were backed up because of the COVID packing plant shutdown -- fed steers
were averaging 924 pounds (59 pounds less than today).
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“The 4-Alarm Fire in Farm Country”
Holly Spangler
Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress

Editorial Opinion

4 1 0CT 2025

PrairieFarmer.com

MY GENERATION

OPINION

The 4-alarm fire in farm country

stoodin Reagan National Airport, about te board a plane

was negative for the first time in 30 years, and well

When | texted Kenny Hartman Ir. the other night, he ﬁ And the average 2024 farmoperating income ratic

home from Washington, D .C.

It's harvest in lllinois, but the Master Farmer from
Waterloo is also the Natienal Corn Growers Association
president, andhe'd been to D C. te deliver 2 message te
tederal pdicymakers: Grain prices are abysmal, inputs
are too high, and you need to create mere markets.

*The only way we're going to get out of thisis tegrind

below the five-year average of 18.2%.

"The farmecenomyis getting teugher by the hour,”
says Sean Arians, a Morrison farmer whe also works as
NCGA vice president of sustainable preduction. "Seme
say arepeat of the '80s farm crisis. Others say worse."

Sure, interest rates aren't nearly as high asin the
1980s. But every other number Is so much bigger now,

mere corn," Hartman says. "The big thingis demand." HOLLY SPANGLER  farmers canget themselves indeeper trouble faster.

‘This" Isa farm econcrmy that's getting bleaker every
day. That explains Hartman's dedication, especially as he and his
daughter Amanda harvest southern lllincis flelds that are 10 te 20
bushels below average, He predicts thelr corn farther southmight
not break 100 bushels an acre.

That won't break even, nat even close. That's anexceptional loss.

Nearly every farmer've talled to this summer has plans to
cutfertilizer application this fall, and hardly anybody is planning
te trade equipment unless they have to. Plenty are preparing for

Solutions-oriented
So, what do you do? Increase demand, for one.

Onthecarn slde, Congress needs to pass the Naticnwide
Consumer and Fuel Retailer Chalce Act of 2025, which would
remove summertime E15 sales restrictions. That would help,

Lesly Weber McNitt, NCGA vice president of public policy, is tired
of messing arcund., "Farmers are tired of excuses, tired of procedural
hurdles, and they re tired of political finger-pointirg,” she says. "If

Agricultural
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3Jrd place Small Groups, Big Outcomes

he smell of fresh coffee wafts through a friendly meeting room overlook-
ing o busy street in Rocky Ford, Colorado. A plate of glazed doughnuts
sits on the table. The welcoming space features a large, rectangular table,
comfortable chairs, plants, notice boards, and dozens of wooden plagues
emblazoned with the brands of several local ranchers.
Some of the men and women behind those brands make the drive to town oh d
Monday merning. They grab a mug of coffee and a doughnut, greet each other

" 1 " warmly, laugh, and talk about the things ranchers talk about: the weather, cattle
Sma” Groups' Blg OUtcomeS prices, and what's going on in town.
L|Sa FOUSt Prater As the conversation drifts into more serious topics, such as loan payments, suc-
. cession planning, and the stress caused by forces they can't control, the ranchers
Successful Farmmg open up, listen, and lean on each other. They talk openly about depression. They

share their feelings. They ask how they can help.

This isn’t just an ordinary coffee shop. It’'s The Coffee Break Project.

23, ACN
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“Unity Amid Tragedy” - - onthe tralec' e s, “Wegot rcet
Jerrll:lti\;errgLikerage ! UI‘IIty Amid Tragedy ﬁ&%dml“;}%‘iw

’ When he opened the door, he fourd
Farm Journal’s PORK Stock showr competitors come to family’s aid &= teowersinning Polrd Chinagit

3 g r ; dead and the other pigs clinging to life.
as pig trailer burst into flames on interstate
ROADSIDE RESCUE
The fire picked up 2= he thought of
how to get the pigs off the traiker.

ommunicators
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“The Right Balance”
Susan Payne
DTN/Progressive Farmer

D.J. AND CHELSEA HLADKY
D.J. & Chelsea Hlacky Farms.
Alnsworth, Nebraska

The Righ

alancing a family and farm life in the Sandhills

of north-central Nebraska docsn't come casy for

farmers D.J. and Chelsea Hladky. Yet, the
created a family-oriented operation near Ainsworth in

have

which every family member—down to the youngest—
plays a part. “Together™ is a word the family values
as the;

navigate the restless pace of each season on
their 5,000-plus-acre operation spread across Rock and
Brown countics.

EARIY
EARLY D

Coming from a long line of farmers, D.J. was

9

introduced to farming when his father, Dan, who was
born and raised in the Kansas City metropolitan area,
thought the Sandhills would provide a better life for his
growing family. They started farming near Long Pine,
Nebraska, about 10 miles east of Ainsworth. Eventually,
Dan was able to secure his own operation.

026_027_030_0126_ALL_V14BF.indd 26

By Susan Payne, @jpusan
Photos By Joel Reichenberger, @JReichPF

Throughout his childhood, Despite the
D.J. saw his father pour challenges of
everything into farming: long row cropping

in Nebraska's
Sandhiils, D.J.
Hiadky feels

summers, constant management

and countless hours of work.

After high school, D.J. enrolled | biessed to farm
at Northeast Community with his family

College, in Norfolk, Nebraska, at his side. Gus,
to study business and finance. In | 3 19 P lert)

share time during
the harvest.

a first-semester English class, he
met his future bride, Chelsea.

She eventually moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, to pursue
a degree in nursing in 2006. A few months later, D.J.
followed with his business degree and a job working for
a financial institution. But, the momentum for a desk
job was short-lived. “Ir didn't take me long to realize
that a desk job was not for me,” he says.

Instead, he joined the Burlington Northern Santa
Fe Railway, working cight days on and six days off
between Lincoln, Nebraska, and Gillette, Wyoming, a
nearly 650-mile highway stretch.

While he enjoyed the railroad, D.J. began to change
his outlook on the farm. A year later, he started farming
on the side wih his dad.

“The railroad made me realize that life on the farm
wasn't so bad,” he says. “Twould work eight days in
Wyoming, come back to the farm in Long Pine and go
back to see Chelsea in Lincoln for two days.”

> TIME T0 FARM
D.J. rented his first acres in the spring of 2008 on a
130-acre tract shared 50-50 with his father. The more

1211025 953AM
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3" place

“Folk Forecasting”

Katie Knapp

The Ag Photographer

The Furrow

Old wives’ tales guide farmers through the seasons.

"My favorite is the red sky vne,”
says Goble. “Ifyou have a red sky

Why do we watch for woolly
bear caterplllars and plant veg-
vtables on certain holidays? Be-
cauze sometimes falklore 13 viahl.

Cural Connare, editor-in-chiel
of The Old Farmers Almanac,
swes old wives' tales and the lile
as more than superatition.

“Wearher Tore is o alions
over tme, which 1 what data 15,7
she suys, “People were shuring
these things in slng-song wavs
beeanse we remember things bet-
ter when they're in that format.”

Take woolly buar caterpillars
that gardeners watch for winter

predictions. T love looking for
them,” Connare admits. “| take

pioires every year 1o see if the

bhand s bigger or amaller. Accond-
iny to the old saw, the wider that
orauge band, the milder the win-
ter, and the wider the bluck buaods,
the tougher the winter.”

Poter Goble, assistanl  stane
chimalolomal at Colorado Slane
University, is skeptical about the
woolly worms. “If there rsally was
a bug that cowld mlinbly predict
the weather, we would know more
aboul it,” he says witlia laagh.
Bul. he's not oppozed Lo all love.

al night, that. probahly indivales
Mgher pressure conditions 1o
your west, Storm systems tend
o propagats from west to sast,
w0 that’s a decent indicator that
overnight and the next day vou
will have smooth sailing and
clear conditions.”

Murch coming in like a lion aud
out like a lamb or the opposite
also males sense to him.

“There 13 al least a Hidle bit of
truth 1o it,” Goble explains. “10
vou have a conler thwelame,
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“The garden that never was”
Betty Haynes
Midwestern Lens

PrairieFarmer.
The garden that never was

Where I Come From: This year, I learned the hard way that you can do it all, but you can't do it all at the same time.

Q Betty Haynes ® 3 Min Read
%, June 9, 2025

SPRING: This shot is what I pictured our summer would look like — family time in the
garden with our animals joining us. I took this a few weeks after we'd planted our garden
while we checked for sprouted seeds (notice the winter coat). Photos by Betty Haynes

VISIT CEAT SPECIALTY
AT THE PROGRESS SHOW
Where Advanced Ag Tire

Technology and Value Meet

BOOTH#37N

Farm Life

Welcome, Waylon:
Farm kid from the
start

Sep 29, 2025

' W"” MR
it . Farm Life
! e . L.




Humorous Article

Forget the imperfections — take the pictures

z:" Betty Haynes
1St place \f\ July 9, 2025 0O X e

“Forget the imperfections
— take the pictures”
Betty Haynes
Midwestern Lens

Photos by Betty Haynes (On mobile devices, scroll down to read captions.)

FAMILY: With dirty clothes and sweaty faces, we took last-minute family photos
from the beauty of the wheat field at sunset.
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“The Fluid Border Crisis”
Diane Meyer

Grant Company LLC
Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers
Association

ACN
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“The Pests Are Back in Town" | (lHDMI‘IIEY'nE o1

Adrienne Held . Y | PLAYIN AROUND)
Successful Farming ol
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15t place Small Groups, Big Outcomes

he smell of fresh coffee wafts through o friendly meeting room overlook-
ing o busy street in Rocky Ford, Colorado. A plate of glazed doughnuts
sits on the table. The welcoming space features o large, rectangular table,
comfortable chairs, plants, notice boards, and dozens of wooden plagues ‘
emblazoned with the brands of several local ranchers.
Some of the men and women behind those brands make the drive to town on a
Monday morning. They grak a mug of coffee and a doughnut, greet each other
warmly, laugh, and talk akout the things ranchers talk about: the weather, cattle
prices, and what's going on in town.
As the conversation drifts into more serious topics, such as loan payments, suc-

n

“Small Groups, Big Outcomes

Lisa Foust Prater cession planning, and the stress caused by forces they can't control, the ranchers
. open up, listen, and lean on each other. They talk openly about depression. They
SUCCBSSfUl Farmmg share their feelings. They ask how they can help.

This isn't just an ordinary coffee shop. It's The Coffee Break Project.
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"Spring Moves that Pay

Kriss Nelson
lowa Soybean Association |
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2" place ACROSS THE FENCELINE

\Weaning strategies to reduce and improva calf performan:

8y Jano McRell

aring AlLer talkir

“Across the Fenceline”

Jena McRell

Grant Company / The Cattleman,
Texas & Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Association
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Mapping
thefuture

Tradition meets technology at Urich Farms,
where Nutri-Track, 4R strategies and data-
driven decisions boost yields and soil health

“Mapping the Future”
or five generations now, the Urich family has farmed in
AI I H J k' north-central Missouri, raising crops and cattle with stew-
I SO n e n I n s ardship of both the land and their legacy in mind. Over the
past decade, that stewardship has intensified with the help of
M F A precision agriculture technologies, from variable-rate applica-
tions and prescription planting to advanced yield mapping and
drone spraying.
Today, the Urichs are not just farming the land—they're
decoding it.
“The biggest thing that | hear from the partners that we

work with is that we're one of the few that really takes the data
that we get and puts it to work,” said Kristi Urich, who joined

The Urich farm near Trenton, Mo., is a model of how implementing precision
practices and following the 4R principles—right rate, right place, right time
and right source—can help improve soil health, yields and efficiencies.
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Megan Silveira
Angus Journal
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“Turning tragedy into rodeo triumph”

Andy Castillo
Farm Progress

4 JUL2025 1 NewsWatch

KansasFarmer.com

Turning tragedy into rodeo triumph

BY ANDY CASTILLO

IT'S EARLY. RYLEIGH Farson, 14, zips
along adirtroad 7 miles west of Abilene on
aUTV. Behind her, acloud of dust obscures
the rodeoarena,

Ryleigh heads to a pasture to turn on
water after feeding the bucking horses
and bulls with her father, Matl. Cornfields
stretch into a pastel sky. Birdsong floats
above the rustling stalks. Its a perfect
summer morning— untilitisn't,

There’s a rock ahead. She swerves. The
vehicle flips.

Seconds later, Ryleigh finds herself
pinned by the 2023 Can Am. She has
a broken tibia, fibula and severe nerve
damage. Her beloved dog, Tank, a mix of
red heeler and Jack Russell terrier, senses
the accident and panics. He barks inces-
santly to alert Ryleigh's mother, DeLynn.

Connor Hasenbank, a deputy with the
Dickinson County Sheriff’s Office, is the
first emergency responder on the scene.
He applies a tourniquet. Then, paramedics
airlift Farson to Wesley Medical Center in
Wichita, where she is rushed into emer-
GENCY Surgery.

“I thought it was a dream,” Ryleigh re-
calls. °T told myself to swake up, but then
1 realized T was already awake. It felt like
forever when I was lying there by myself. It
felt like 10 years™

— but the infection prevailed. Eventually,
she taced a life-altering decision: keep her
right leg, which would require additional
surgeries and skin grafts, or undergo am
putation,

She chose the latter.

Tiwo years later, Ryleigh is a picture of
resilience. Her youthful appearance and
demeanor mask her strength that’s been
forged in hardship. Now almost 16,she has
endured more pain than some experience
inalifetime,

“Before my accident, Iwas abways so fo-
cused on sports and popularity. That was a
big thing, But after, I find myself looking for
the people who trulybelieve in me and want
good for me” she says.

Seeing her daughter lying helpless be-
neath the UTV was “pretty tough,” Delynn
recalls. "As a parent, you dorft ever want 1o
see your kid in that position,” she says. “1
would have switched spots with her ina
heartheat”

Ryleigh says she spent months coming
to grips with the accident and wondered if
shed ever getback onahorse, letalone con
tinue her passion for rodeo competition.

“You hear about bad things happening
tosomebody else, butyou'relike, ‘Oh, that's
never going to happen to me When it does,
it’s just hard tobelieve,” she says. “Afler the
amputation, I didn't want to look down. I
was scared to”
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“The Lasting Legacy”
Jessica Hartman
American Angus Assaciation

Personality Profile

by Jessice Hirtenear, Americens Angus Association

j\:-msh [alls over the
. Rerowded stands, Those in
their seats lean forward,
bracing their elbows on
theie knees. Cowboy
hats shade the glare

4

b
(  of the lights as their
CVeS NATToW In o1l
- \ ! ’

the lineup belore
them, Bagerly, they
awail a decision that
will influcnce the
4 choices they'll make
on their operations in
the next year.
L the avena, the lineup
of cattle begin ro fidger,
The showmen on the halters
work to keep their animals calm,
splitting their attention between
the restless bull at their side and

The Lasting Legacy

Harlan Ritchies indelible impact on the U.S. beef industry.

thousands of people and slap an
amimal that you deem champion,
that nobody else deems champion,
requires tremendous courage,”
celleets Jason Rownlree, a cutrenl
MSU professor of animal science,
“Itis that courage that pushed our
industry forward.”

Ritchie would stand in an
uncamfartable moment, in that
criticism, time and time again. In
fact, his long-lime business parloetr
and family friend, Ken Ceuns.
remembers many staries Ritchie
told about people berating him as
hie lefl the ving o picking up lis
house phone to get an eartul about
his selections,

“Harlan was a4 man of action,
and he was not about to buckle
under somebody else’s pressute on
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“What happens to farms when politics
drive markets?”

Holly Spangler

Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress

Regular Column

4 1 DEC2025

PrairieFarmer.com

| sat around a table with 2 group of farmers the other
night, lamenting markets and slowly making our way
through a basket of chips and salsa.

Specifically: the cattle market, which hadjust plum-
meted based on President Donald Trump's plan toimport
Argentinian beef, and the soybean market, which had just
jumped 20 cents cnnews of Trump's meeting with China.

*How are we supposed to market when the funda-
mentals den't apply anymore?” ene farmer asked.

That's the million-dollar questien.

Gary Schnitkey, lonatime University of lllincis ag

Pass the chip basket to Gary.

The administrative state

wildly due to government policy changes:

MY GENERATION
OPINION

What happens to farms when politics drive markets?

y is reality. So how do we sell corn arcund it?
7 Bruce Blythe covers cormmodity markets for Farm
Progress and says the unusually volatile markets we've

i

economist and my favorite sage, believes fundamentals still apply,
but they're layered with another dimension: gevernment policies.

Schnitkey recalls five times since 2017 that markets have swung

seen this fall are due to Trump himself. The moves in
grainand cattle markets have been driven by funds and
other high-speed traders using algorithms that trigaer
buy-sell orders based on social pests and headlines.
Those soybean futures we discussed over salsa ac-
tually doubled in volatility from Halloween throughlate

HOLLY SPANGLER the next week, when the U.S. and China struck a trade

truce. It was "geod" velatility because January beans are
up over $1since mid-October,

"We haven't seen $11 soybean futures inabout 16 menths, sc
take advantace of situations like that when you canbecause these
rallies may be short-lived with massive crops in the U.S. and South
America," Blythe tells me. "Don't fallinto the trap of thinking, ‘Well,
we got to $11.1'm going to wait for $12.""
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4/30/26, 2:38 PM FFA Probe Triggers a Popeye Moment

Progressi
FARMER
=3 DTN

PIT1] D] 728x20] M| 320x50] OOPF] ADUNIT[] T]]

2" place
Editors' Notebook

FFA Probe Triggers a Popeye Moment

2192026 2:27 PM CST
By Greg D Horstmeier , DTH Editar-in-Chief
Connect with Greg:

W @prepharsimeier

My apologies ta Pastor Martin Niemaller, but:

First, they came for the press, with lawsuits and arrests, and the people said nothing, because, well, reparters are
obnoxious, and most folks get theirinfotainment from Faux Mews.

“FFA Probe Triggers a
Popeye Moment”

Greg D. Horstmeier
DTN/Progressive Farmer

Then they came for the corporations, and the people didn't have to say anything because the CEOs brought gifts ar
crypto coin and extremely flexible knees.

Then they came far theimmigrants, and some people spoke up, and those people were summarily arrested, beaten
inthe face and called vicious names.

And then they came for the FFA, and this guy, at least, had his Popeye moment. Because "it's all | can stands, and | ¢
stands na more."

Last week, agroup of Republican congressmen started aninvestigation of The National FFA Organizatian, You kno
those youngsters in blue jackets.

Pics, or it didn't happen. The author, about to turn

asblue asthe 47-year-old jacket he managedtopry | You can read our coverage of the announcement of that investigation heres httpsy/www.dtnpf.comy....
on. {DTN photo courtesy of Greg D. Hor stmeler)

The investigators, Reps. Jason Smith, R-Mo., David Schweikert, R-Ariz., and Tracey Mann, R-Kansas, claim that the
Mational FFA's tax-exempt status needs to be questioned because of the organization's ties to Syngenta, the seed a
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“Can we treat each other better?”

Pam Caraway
Farm Progress

CAN WE TREAT FACH OTHER BETTER?

THIS BUSINESS OF FARMING | BY PAM CARAWAY

AT A PICNIC table just
outside the chain-link
fence around his house,
Julius Davis paged
through a scrapbook of
bittersweet memories.

The pages are not filled
with smiling faces and
happy times. Instead, the
three-ring binder is a
record of the Mississippi
farm his grandfather lost,
and Davis, the fourth
generation in this family
of farmers, regained.

Its a record of the farm
he once worked, and
USDA officials destroyed
when they wrongly
claimed a loan default

out-of-commission hay
rake nearby. The quiet of

a silenced farm heavier

than the humidity.

The story of his unre-
lenting pursuit of restitu-
tion is all in that 2-inch
binder. A plain white

his story stayed in my
notebook that traveled the
country with me before
landing in a stack under
my printer. Only recently
did I figure out that per-
haps I didn't share this
story because I desper-
ately want my country to
be better than this.

MAKING AMENDS

One year after that picnic
table conversation, Davis
received restitution in the
form of a$200,000 pay-
ment from the Inflation
Reduction Act’s Discrimi-
nation Financial Assis-
tance Program, a historic

given the extent of the
loss compounded by the
delayed restitution. And
yet, Davis was jubilant
when he called to tell me.

“I've got another hard
job now: Getting this
place back to where it
was. Getting it back so
maybe one of my grand-
babies will farm.” he says.

Turns out he's faith-
filled. He held onto hope.
Perhaps granted forgive-
ness to the real trespass-
ers. And he still somehow
dreams of a future where
his grandchildren can
farm outside the shadow
of discrimination.

ACN
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‘Corn pollination revolution in motion”
Gil Gullickson,
Wallaces Farmer/Farm Progress

Corn pollination revolution in motion

BY GIL GULLICKSON
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Sharp Eye on Precision
Sense and act technology brings targeted application,
speed and more to the art of crop production.

“Sharp Eye On Precision” Dan Miller, DTN/Progressive Farmer
200, ACN
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“Built To Last”
Des Keller
DTN/Progressive Farmer
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WallacesFarmer.com
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“Finding the right
farmer-landowner fit
Betty Haynes
Midwestern Lens

1/}

FARMING TOGETHER: 1rc Vomecersch “amily “ormee a farming © twith Maseie Mclluowa ard Stove Turmaaeonafamin fon0ak, cuwsers

Finding the right farmer-landowner fit
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Working with a National
Geogrophic photographer
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“Bugs On the Ranch”
Lisa Foust Prater
Successful Farming
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“"Just Pause, Think’

A survivor's message”
Kriss Nelson

lowa Soybean Association

A | ETRBUARY 2033 | IASQYRSANS SGU

Emerging Writer
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“From Nervous to Noteworthy”

Molly Biggs
American Angus Association

LEAD NATION'S CAPITAL

From Nervous lo Noleworthy

P st-gmers fmd thewr footing ot LEAD,

Th:ny-ikr\w first-time attendess
weaved through markle
motwenes and intently ligtened
tothe Zl-step predision walk of
the guaré peotecting the Tomb of
the Unkeeun Soldier, each cager
tolesrn fram our naticrfs past and
find their placein its future 2t the
2025 Leaders Engaged In Angue
Developenert (LEAD) Corderence
hested in Washington, D.C.

Fee some Natlonal jurdor &ngus
fessodaticn (N AAj menbe s, this
expecience was their frst ime seeng
the eastemn coentlne ond entening

a gty vt e public transportation
iscommenplace, Despitethe
wwknowns of enbarking on snew
exprience, thess junice menbers

qui chdy found this four-day adventure

would provide ther vath new dills,
prrspectives and friendships

“Thad been super excited to go s
L could meer ether kids whoradse
Angus cattle” says [illian Mo,
Arertime atrendee fram Jowa, 1
dsolovetraveling ind seeing rew
places, o when ] found cat it wasin
Washingten DG, 1 thought it would
Seawemme to leam meee aSout cur
natlons cagleel®

P cthers, ttending LEAD faels
live 7 rive of parsage, ccethey've
watched older dblings and pagt

merdors expaience und recoenmend.

i
p N

Ty

‘ﬂmuh,

1 wasinspired By watching my
sletes grow upand ztend both
Faidng the Bar e LEAD " adds
McKinley Stoller, firsttime attendee
from Mebcaska “3healways came
Back with scenething positive <o sy
sbaut the conferences and alwiys
made tors of new frends. 1 couldnt
walt to get the cpporturity to
atend them.”
At the end of the confermce,
they left with new re ticeships
and lessons lenred, ready to dhase
dreams tobold, new heghrs,
“Lkrowitenot easpto leave your
farmn ard fived ok foo adew days,
epecially st che end of sammer,
But it totally weeth it Mofit says
Yourll make new frimdsand leam a

1o about 2z cultuce,”
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Emerging Writer
PRAYER OVER PIVOTS

Billy Senkbeil's Faith-Fueled Farm Life

by Joy Crosby

18t place

“Prayer Over Pivots”
Joy Crosby
Southeastern Peanut Farmer

Billy Senkbed, Sylvester, Gs , started farming in 1961 and his opemtion indudes strip Yilling and
planting aover crops to help ssve the soil. Senkbeil also collects vintsge toy pedsl tractors.
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Disease Playbook

3rd place

CORN AND SOYBEANS’ MOST UNWANTED:

The Discases
Hit List

TAKE ACTION TO KEEP DISEASES AT BAY.

urking beneath the soil, in
residue, and adrift on the
wind currents, a band of
disease desperados walts
to rob your yields.

The prevalence of these
diseases varles annually, as
many factore influence which may have the biggest

“Corn and Soybeans’ Most Unwanted”
Chelsea Dinterman and Adrienne Held
Successful Farming

il Wlsgag s
P

impact on yield. Staying informed, scouting fields
regularly, and adjusting management strategies accordingly can help
you stay ahead of these yield-robbing villains.
Let’s look at the most wanted culprits in corn and soybean fields —
along with their rop sheets, and how you can bring them to justice. —=————
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2" place

Holly Spangler and Ava Splear
Prairie Farmer/Farm Progress

“The ugly truth about trade wars”

Team Story

6 JUN 2025 1 Inside lllinois Ag

Pralfcfarmecain

BY AIR SPLERR AND HILLY SPANSLER

ASK SRALYY JIULS) wby 2is bop ez coe-
arnsare oo the 2025 ceoe year, and s
Mgt et dooriveg,

“Tan To wnnld e N 17
A e, 6 s e
s et S, " e J_A_ Mll’]ll.l..\.ull"l.
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countries, exceps foc China.
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@i e wduane evding
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CORN AND SOYA GO ROGUE’

UADDTHE DI A E RS NEED 3

15t place

CHAINSAWS &

‘Corn and Soy Go Rogue” ¥ - 918) Y
Adrienne Held, Cassidy Walter, & ' | ——
and Chelsea Dinterman
Successful Farming

Gritn Pharcx Jus Sunmall Ay Quch. Sbavs Nihukun Wil Clurk,

Caurs Sulwlle

G Adrlenne Held, Cassidy Walter, . Chelseda Dinterman = il Ly Eddie Guy

U.S. corn and soybeans have been
feeding and fueling the world for
decades, but their impact doesn’t
stop at the table or tank.

ranmns i

s s e uateeilio e
supple e,

Houllng With Soy

o ehea Ak Badak 1 e
Withuuime sand
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Series or Special Issue

WallacesFarmer.
Modern development can save farms or destroy them

Paved Over: Rising land costs and tech development create uncertain future for family farming operations.

3rd place

@ Andy Castillo, Editor of Farm Equipment and Machinery, Farm Progress ® 7 Min Read . \\/@
32Y February 28, 2026 ‘ \ -\
GV
@' las.rlls
— - T—— VY, armpeeen % W

P
o

—

900 .;
EER7NLIEN

LEARN MORE

Recommended

Farm Business

How to prepare for
your upcoming
bridge payment

“Paved Over: How Technology is
Reshaping American Farmland”
Andrew Castillo, Farm Progress

Feb 10, 2026

CHANGING LANDSCAPE: Debates continue over whether solar arrays and data centers on
lower-quality farmland could provide financial relief or threaten generational operations,
which already face pressure from global competition and farm consolidations.

felixmizioznikov/Getty Images

Farm Business

3 things farmers can
learn from Warren
Buffett
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Series or Special Issue

Is Farm
Labor at
Risk?

In Part 1 of our labor series, we
detail agriculture’s immigrant
workforce, and how policy changes
may impact that labor's availability.

By Claire Kelloway

2" place

LABOR part

‘Farm Labor”

Claire Kelloway, Lisa Foust Prater,
Cassidy Walter

Successful Farming

Where Are
the Workers?

Hiring farm labor is easier said
than done, for many reasons.
Here are some ways to find —
and keep — your next employee.

By Lisa Foust Prater

lisa foustprater@agriculture.com

“They need to be w

nearby trucking company.
Workers are paid the same
wage to drive an air-condi-
tioned, heated truck as they
are to work in the elements
at the feedlot. "Thal maku
it hard,

Even with cumpclili
wages, manual labor in the
heat of summer and the cold
of winter makes farmwork
a tough sell. Blake Kerns
grows sweet corn, green
beans, and berries at Kerns
Homegrown in northwest
Towa. He said high school
and college students on
summer break are the most
logical scasonal labor pool
for his operation.

“I'll pay really good work-
ers a lot more than they can
make at their local super-
market, but it’s still difficult
to find them,” Kerns said.
ing to
1 rhow

and hours. “Good job
descriptions aid in
recruitment, interviewing,
selection, and hiring of
better employe
retired lowa - University
Extension Spec Melissa
O'Rourke. “Once those
employees are on your farm,
employce training and
clopment are enhanced
because you know what
needs to be done.”

Think about your ideal
employee, and the skills or
attributes they would possess,
O'Rourke advised. Would
they need a CDL? Would
customer service skills
be required? How much
experience would you like
them to have?

While certain jobs on
the farm require training
or experience in specific
fields, that’s not always the
or those roles, Lilli

" said

de

BLABOR ....;

sprayer is solar powered. It
continuously roams the field
looking for weeds while also
producing a scouting map.

The Robots Are Here.
Should You Hire One?

Technology and machinery can reduce labor
needs on the farm. When is it right for you?

B/ Ctately Wnbtar

ug.-m ‘Editor

cassidy walter@agriculture.com

the technology’s precision
saves him from spraying the
whole ficld, reducing herbi-
cide injury to the soybeans.
“If you've got a special
situation, like we do with
the non-GMO [soybeans],
then you can pencil a litde
bit more valuc in it from that
standpoint,” he said.

Time Is Money
l__l:m said it’s important
to consider the value
of your time.
“If I'm allowed to do
something else, it's like
there’s two of me,” he said.

“And so, I should reflect that

additional cost savings. If
I don't have to have two
of me, I don’t have to hire
another person.”
According to Dincn
Subramaniam, product
launch manager with
OutRun by PTx Trimble,
lost time could cost you tens
of thousands of dollars. He
said his company estimates
33% of Midwest crop acres
sce a 10% yicld loss duc to
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15t place

“Finding Financing for
Farming”
Elaine Shein, Chris Clayton,

Katie Dehlinger, Gregg Hillyer,

Rhett Montgomery,
Susan Payne,
DTN/Progressive Farmer

Series or Special Issue

Vg
YOUR FARM > FINANCE

LESSUNS

From a Bank

CAlI/IIS

Finding Fmancmg p FO *
For Farmlng ALende | o

unLl'\ nur

on a path to stronger financials.

Future of Farm Finance

§ Ag Lenders weigh in on interest rates and rising
financial risks on row-crop farms.

Financing
For Young
Farmers

Personal stories highlight %
how some got their start.

Where do you think interest rates will be
in the next few years? Ideally, where would
T YOU like to see interest rates?

> David White Sr., Commercial Relationship Manager,

oo ACN
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Level One

Mickayla Jordan
Jake Zajkowski
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Level Two

Molly Biggs
ShaylLe Stewart
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Level Three

Jessica Hartman
Chris Six




Level Four

Anthony Greder
Elizabeth Hodges
Diane Meyer

Communicators



Level Five

Master Writer

Joshua Baethge
Rhiannon Branch
Adrienne Held
Mary Kennedy
Allison Lynch
Ava Splear
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“Small Groups, Bi
Outcomes”

Lisa Foust Prater
Successful Farmin

Small Groups, Big Outcomes

he smell of fresh coffee wafts through o friendly meeting room everlook-

ing o busy street in Rocky Ford, Colorade, A plate of glazed doughnuts

sits on the table. The welcoming space features o large. rectangular table,

comfortable chairs, plants, notice boards, and dozens of wooden plaques
emblazoned with the brands of several local ranchers.

Some of the men and women behind those brands make the drive to town on a
Menday morning. They grak a mug of coffee and a doughnut, grest each other
warmly, laugh, and talk about the things ranchers talk about: the weather, cattle
prices, and what's going on in town,

As the conversation drifts inte more serious topics, such as loan payments, suc-
cession planning, and the stress coused by forces they can't control, the ranchers
open up, listen, and lean on each other. They talk openly about depression. They
share their feelings. They sk how they con help.

This isn't just an ordinary coffee shop. It's The Coffee Break Project.

Response to a Tragic Situation
III the Lhigh Ploans arcond Recky Loz, cattle

cutnumber people 7-to-1, Ranchers aften live
milos from their nearest neighbars, That isolation
contributes 1o a suicide rale among American
Larmers and ranchers that s 3.5 tmes bigher than
the general population, according w the nonprotit
National Rnral Healrh Asscciation.

In 2018, Tour men with tics o Kiowa County,
just nertheast of Rocky Fard, died by suicide,
Three of the dearhs cconrred within rero weeks. A
local journalist asked [ Carrica wehat he planned
L de abou ricd i vice pr Lol Valley
Wide Lleulth Systemns, a nonprolit providing
physical ancl behavioral health care services ro
rural cammunirics across sontheastern Colorada

Carrica developed an ag advisory committee 1o
acldress rural stress in the area. Jenniter Follmiller,
dircetar of public affairs and communire entreach

for Valley- Wide, is a momber. She said the
comrmtles ack nowledged the stugma surrounding
mental healtl, “We knesw we probally werent
geing ta pet farmers and ranchers to walk through
the daors af the mental health center,” she said.
The comimer decided wimplement the
Changing Our Mental and Emorticnal Trajectory
{COMET) methad, develaped by the High Plains

Kescarch Network, a project af the University of
Colurado Schoal of Medioine, 1eteaches people
hewe te reac b ot tosomenne having a difficols
time and help them shitt toward wellness and
CCOMITT was
created with rural communities o mnd.

In a two-haur session, COMET trainess learn
hewe ter alseree others and notice carly when
samething isn'tright. [t demanstrates how o start
A conversativn in a supportive way, with a seven-
question guide, and otfers resrirces to share it

away [tom a mental bealth o

sameane necils additional help.

Promoting Firearm Safety
artnering with the Colorace Gun Shop Project
from the state’s department of public health
wave the commitiee another way w help farmers
ancl ranchers,

In 2021, 3674 of maleand 30075 of female
suicide deaths in Colorado acourred by discharpe
ol a Orearmn, according o the state health
department. Stll, many gun owners are hesitant
torcall the autharities it thev're suicidal hecavse nf
lawes that allew the conrt ta remeave fircarms from
thase considered a danger w themselves ar ethers.

The Gun Shap Praject purs time and distance
between a suicidal porson and their fircarms >

Pirstwrive: Fablk b3 Bz August 2025 Successful Farming
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Honorable Mention

Andy Castillo
Farm Progress
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MichiganFarmer.com

Agriculturist

by Farm Progress ®

OHIO FARMER BREWS NEW HERBICIDE PRODUCTS HOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE
HIS OWN BIOLOGICALS 6 COMING THIS SPRING 12 OF TAX CHANGES 16

Paved over
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The-Farmer.com

TheFarmer

by Farm Progress®

SWINE RESEARCHER AIMS LEGISLATIVE SESSION GIVES PREP FOR GRAIN HANDLING
TOFIND DISEASE CURES 6 AGRICULTURE SOME WINS 8 BEFORE HARVEST COMES 20

Aerial spraying with drones is a little low-key for Alex school and has an ice boating business, Peterson also

Peterson, compared to his decades-long career in extreme founded Minnesota Drone Spray, where he offers farmers a
sports, which included rock climbing, kite skiing, paragliding wide array of spraying applications. Turn to Page 26 to see
and wingsuit jumping. While he now co-owns a paragliding his transition from extreme sports to agriculture.  wm e
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