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Blooms that tie us together. Living with a multi-generational riot of flowers.

Nearly everything changes day by day, year by
year. Old houses and barns get new roofs. Old ponds
get rehabilitated and restocked with fish. Cows have
calves that grow up and have their own offspring.

One thing that’s just about the same here, year
after year, is flowers. There’s an abundance of

them, some I can’t even identify. My mother
wanted this property to host a riot of flowers,
and she worked hard at making it just that.
Years later, I reap the benefits. In Mother’s mind,
a flower wasn’t just a pretty bloom. It was a
connection to the pastand to the future, to
family and to friends.
Those foolish daffodils that pop up
and bloom in what’s still mid-winter orig-
inated on the farm where my mother grew
up, an hour’s drive southeast of here. My

he earliest-bloomi:

ones she could find to brighten what had
been a gloomy winter. She planted them  §
carly in her marriage to my grandfa-
ther, so she couldn’t have been much
older than 20 then. They’re now
more than a century old.

Decades later, after grand-
mother passed away, mother went
to the old homeplace, dug them

up and transplanted them
here. They still bloom very
early, stretching for the
sun, eager for good things
to happen. That gung-
ho attitude sometimes
means they get frozen
out, always an unfortu-
nate quirk of nature.
In mid-summer, multi-colored
gladiolus stretch taller than my
head, blooming with vigor and
enthusiasm. These originated with
a lady who lived about a mile away
from here. Now long-dead, she was a
gladiolus lover and insisted on shar-
ing her blooming bounty with the
other ladies of the community.
As avoung fellow. I wondered -

“Green & Growing, Furrow, Summer 2023 The Furrow

after she died, I understand. Those gladiolus thrive.
They're tough. I'd like to do something to be kind to
them but I'm afraid I'd do more harm than good
and hurt them somehow. So, they continue on
their own, a living monument to that lady few
people remember.

Some things here aren’t so surprising. There
are azaleas because we're supposed to have
azaleas here, aren’t we? Daylilies dot the land-
scape. The dogwoods in the yard are wild and

predate the house. Their blooms aren’t as
big as modern store-bought dogwoods, but
these old ones have withstood all sorts of
‘weather trauma, and they keep bloom-
ing year after year.
Tve been a big promoter of native
plants because they tend to survive
better and also benefit pollinators
, and birds. I haven’t changed my think-
L ingabout that. Mother, however,
liked bright things, wherever they
originated, so there are plenty of
introduced plants here. There
are several hydrangeas with
big, showy white, pink, and
blue blooms. They're nice and
they’re not going anywhere.
Ilearned to prune to help
them produce better and
look attractive in the
landscape.
Tiger lilies are in
clumps all over the

place. They’re a no-trou-

ble flower and easy to

grow, but the pollina-

tors ignore them. I just
shrug and let them do their thing.
There are also lots of sunflow-
ers, treated the same way, which
seemed to appear out of the ether.

Pve inherited enough characteris-
ties from Mother to love beautiful
blooming things, particularly the

ones that tie us all together some-

how. The world keeps changing

Nate Werner
Mod Op
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Plan now for spring color.
ulbs and other underground energy
storage structures like corms and rhi-

zomes can provide an early start to adding

color to your spring landscape—and add a

little optimism to a season that can include a

lot of cleanup and wrap-up.

In 1099, Karen Russ and Robert
Polomsld of Clemson University published
fact sheet HGIC 1155, which recommends
selecting firm bulbs without mold and bruis-
ing, and storing them in a cool spot. Keep
bulbs away from stored fruit, the horticul-
turists wrote—fruit releases ethylene, which
can prevent bulbs from blooming.

Cool soil. When soil temperatures stay
below 60 degrees Fahrenheit, it’s time to plant
spring-flowering bulbs. Bulbs need good
drainage—the Clemson sheet recommends
adding 2 to 3 inches of shredded pine bark or
compost into soil dug 10 to 12 inches deep. A
couple of inches of mulch provides insulation
and moisture retention, and prevents rain
from spattering mud on the foliage. %

Spot your “danger trees.”

anger trees aren't gathered in some sort

of dark, scary enchanted forest—they
could be threatening your house or poised to
‘cause trouble when windstorms, snow, or ice
blast through.

Akey step in assessing dangers posed by a
tree is noting the hazard—what could break
and the damage it could cause—and the risk
it poses in terms of the likelihood the damage
could happen.

Examine. The U.S. Forest Service recom-
mends examining trees from different dis-
tances and vantage points to spot the wide
range of possible damage, from the leaf loss
or dead wood that can result from root dis-
ease or insect damage to broken tops or limbs,

or even conks—shelf-like fungal growth on tree
boles that can indicate decay beneath the bark.

Leaning trees, cracked bark, cavities in the

“Bits & Pieces, Furro

W @ v steve werslow
No rooms for rodents.
utumn is the time to get snug and ready
for winter...not just for homesteaders,
but for mice, rats, and other little fuzzies that
live on the homestead, too. That's why we can
expect an influx of rodents heading into base-
ments, barns, and other structures to prepare
for winter. In addition to consuming stored
food and feed and potentially spreading dis-
ease, rodents can damage structures by gnaw-
ing on wires and pipes, or raise heating and
cooling bills by wrecking insulation.
To minimize rodent damage, it pays to
stay a few steps ahead of those tiny feet.

Access denied. A rat can enter a hole just
1/2-inch in diameter. A mouse needs an open-
ing just half that size. Deny entry by building
up doorway thresholds, caulking cracks and
voids, and installing angle iron or heavy-duty
flashing under siding. Stuff gaps with stainless
steel wool, copper wool, or expanding foam,
then cover with sheet metal or hardware fabric.
Maintain a weed-free barrier 3 feet wide
around buildings to make it easier for preda-
tors to find rodents before they get inside.
Learn more—plus details on protecting
foundations—from the University of
Nebraska at bit.ly/UNLRodents. 5

w, Sep/Oct 2023 Homestead

Nate Werner

Mod Op
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“Rodeo Silence” “Step by Step” “Crop Cadet”
Colle Mc\Woy Colle Mc\Woy Colle Mcwvoy
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Crop Cadet
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“From Pasture to Plate” “Delivering Results” “Fertilizer's Efficient Future”
Rachael Davis Amy Gohman Amy Gohman
Noble Research Institute Colle Mc\Woy, CHS Colle Mc\Woy, CHS
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“Legacy Magazine DIY, Spring 2023”
Noble Research Institute
Rachael Davis

Products have potential to enhance
crop production, but uncertainty exists.

> By Gil Gullickson

Blurred Biologica

arkin Martin was puzzled.
The Courtland, Alabama, farmer applied an in-
furrow biological product called

StrongSoil at a 5-gallon-per-acre rate
in a corn field with highly variable

Global sales of

“All findings used a statistically sound method,” she says.

Martin is still positive on overall product
performance. However, the analysis showed different
conclusions existed among individual field areas. These
differences rooted in her farm’s variable soils makes
Martin wary of claims made by companies selling
biological-based products.

“Promotional claims can be valid or complete
fiction,” she says. “It is all about
how you look at the data.”

soils. She had an objective third-party hiologicals will grow by > WHY THEY'RE BOOMING

analyst use a statistical method called
spatial analysis to compare check
areas adjacent o treated areas.

One field area using this side-by-
side comparison shows the dilemma

products. In the analysis, the treated

as shawed 2 noitive ¢

3397,

that exists in evaluating these hy 2035

Biologicals certainly aren’t new
to agriculture. Farmers have used
soybean inoculants featuring rhizobia
bacteria, for example, for years.
What's new is the flood of firms
selling biological-based products to
farmers. Corteva officials note the
2001 olnhal hinlogical marker cize of

5 (A0 SO IaTO.

Special Editorial Section Design

“Blurred Biologicals”
DTN/Progressive Farmer

Brent Warren /Art Director, Barry Falkner / Photo Illustration and Color
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“The Cattleman, October 2023 “Mental Health is Health, lowa Soybean Review May 2023” “Angus Journal January 2024”
Heather Heater, Grant Company lowa Soybean Association Angus Journal
The Cattleman, Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Jaime Albers

U Susan Langman
Association
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A REGENERATIVE RANCHING PUBLICATION FROM NOBLE RESEAI
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. SCN SLAYERS °

UPS AND DOWNS# HIGH-ALTITUDE HATCHING % G0OD TO THE NEXT HoP

“The Furrow, Spring, 2024 “C magazine - Summer 2023” “Legacy, Fall 2023
The Furrow Colle McVoy CHS Noble Research Institute
Nate Werner, Mod Op Amy Gohman Rachael Davis
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CTION TWO - JANUARY 2024

“The Furrow, February, 2024 “North American Bull Guide”
The Furrow Western Livestock Journal
Nate Werner, Mod Op Anna Miller
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LONG
LIVE OUR
GRAZIN
LAND:

Transforming America’s Grazing Lands, One Acre at a Time

IOWA SOYBEAN
PRODUCTION

GREATER G

2023 Environmental, Social and Governance Report

10.1 million : . ° 587 million ;. ° 58.5bu/ac -
soybean acres . /.., bushels harvested . A, average
e . *. soybean yield ,°

NOBLE
%RESEARCH
N INSTITUTE

“Long Live Our Grazing Lands” “Friona ESG report” “lowa Soybean Production 2022 in Review Handout”
Noble Research Institute Broadhead lowa Soybean Association
Rachael Davis Wyatt Bechtel Susan Langman



AN ACN  Web Design:

Agricultural

S “+™" Electronic Newsletter/Magazine

q

g

Keep Farming Fresh

A willingness to adapt and a fondness for a certain crop make for sweet times on this generational farm.

AGCO FarmLife, Jamie Cole, Red Barn Media Group
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Husker foothall fan food facts
Amount of food consumed at a game at Memorial Stadium
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gallons

560 LIV oricecream 21,660 &
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number of Runzas | pounds of raw
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'; popcorn kernels

NebraskaFarmer

“Successful Farming Foreign land “Waves of change” “Husker football fan food facts”
ownership Jan 24” Farm Progress Farm Progress
Successful Farming Shelly Jarka Shelly Jarka
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WHEN THE
DUST SETTLES

An Angus icon showcases a lifetime of love for
the breed.

“C magazine”
CHS
Amy Gohman

“The Furrow, Dec 2023, Jan, Feb, Mar 2024”,
The Furrow
Nate Werner, Mod Op
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Though Herefords were “hot at the time,” Kessler says
he was unexplainably drawn to the polled, black-
hided cattle.

Every memory Kessler has of those early years is
marked by words of encouragement and support
from his family, despite “Lassie” being a far cry

Tom the row crops his father was used to. The beef
industry was all about small cattle then. Still, he rode
the waves of change with foresight and consistency
— it’s his resilient attitude that Kessler believes has
allowed him to accomplish his original dream.

“Angus Journal”
Angus Journal
Megan Silveira and Jaime Albers
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