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Photography Entry Basics

® Enter images published as editorial material between
April 16,2019, and April 15, 2020, in a farm publication
orwebsite employing AAEA active or affiliate members
or in a company- or association-sponsored farm
publication. We will only accept stockimages that were
taken for editorial purposes by a current AAEA member
who was a member at the time the stock photos were
shot. No other stock images or PR photos originally
taken for client work may be entered.

® Allentriesmustbesubmittedin digital formatthrough
the online award platform.
® Aspart of each entry, you must submit a PDF (or JPEG)

ofthe “tearsheet” for printed media, orofa “snapshot”
of the web page for online-only photos, to serve as
“Proof of Publication.” Name the file with the Cat. no.,
entrytitle and the words “Proof of Pub.” For example, if
aphotoentryin Cat. Plistitled “Rodeo clown,” the file
name of the article or web page PDF (or JPEG) should
be “P1-Rodeo clown-Proof of Pub.” The judges will only
judge the image itself.

® For Cat. P8 and P12, also describe the concept and the
methodsusedtocreatetheillustrationinthe Comments
section.

®  Aphotographer maysubmit more thanoneentryfor
categories P1-P5 and categories P8 and P10.

® The same image cannot be entered in two different
categories, unless it is an image published as part of
a picture story (Cat. P5), or is part of a POY portfolio
(Cat. P6). A published image entered in Cat. P5 can be
entered in one other category.

® (Categories P1-P3, P7-P12: Submit one digital image for
each entry at
https://app.reviewr.com/s1/site//AAEA Awards. See
the category descriptions below and on next page
for other category- specific directions, including
for multi-image entries.

® Enterthenameofthe photographerand publicationor
organization in the Credits section of the entry form.
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® No HDR (High Dynamic Range) photos may be entered
in any category except P12.

® The AAEA Photo of the Year Award will be chosen from
the winners of categories P1, P2, P3, P4A, P4B, P5, P7,P8
and P10 at judges’ discretion.

Assigning File Names

Label each image file starting with the category number
followed by photographer’slast name followed by a unique
one- or two-word title thatis also typed into the Headline/
Title field on the entry form.

Example: John Smith enters two photos as separate entries
in Cat. P1, one of cows, one of horses. His image files are
labeled: P1-Smith-cows.JPG and P1- Smith-horses.JPG.

Exception for multiple image entries: In Nuts and Bolts
categories P4A and P4B, a photographer can enter a group
of photos as a single entry. Each image in such entries
must be labeled with a category designation, followed by
photographer’sname, followed bytheone-ortwo-wordtitle,
followed by a sequencing number.

Example: John Smith has a three-image entry in Cat. P4A.

The images illustrate an article on feeding. Here is how
he labels the images: P4A-Smith-feeding-1.JPG; P4A-
Smithfeeding-2.JPG; P4A-Smith-feeding-3.JPG. All
three images will then be uploaded as the entry titled
“Feeding” in Cat. P4A. The same system applies to
labeling entries in Photo Stories (Cat. P5).

How to Enter

Go to https://app.reviewr.com/s1/site//AAEA Awards to
begin the entry process.

File type for photo entries: JPEG (5MB or smaller). The
JPEGfiles must be entered and submitted through the online
system; no mailed-in entries will beaccepted.
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Photoshop/Enhancement
Guidelines

Acceptable manipulation forall categories (except P12)
includes: Darkening highlights and opening shadow
areas; Color correction to make photos appear more
realistic; Removing dust and scratches;Sharpening
inmoderation. Unacceptable manipulation* includes:
Removing or adding elements; Changing elements in
relation to one another; Digitally applied photofilters;
HDR (High Dynamic Range) imaging.

2020 Photography Categories

Cat. P1: Portrait/Personality

Photographs entered in this category should be of a personand
reveal the essence of that subject’s character.

Cat. P2: Pictorial

Photographs entered in this category should be graphicimages
inwhich composition, tonal qualities and color (ifapplicable) are
more important than subject matter.

Cat. P3: Feature

Photographs entered in this category are usually “found”
situations with strong human interest and a fresh view of the
commonplace.

Cat. P4A and P4B: Nuts and Bolts

Photographs entered in this category should enhance the
editorial message of the technical copy. Photos should be of

a practical or illustrative nature but will also be judged on
creativity. Entries in this category may be a single photo or
multiple photos from the same story. Upload such multiple
photos into ONE Cat P4A or P4B entry. Cat. P4A, Nuts and Bolts
-- Livestock, will include livestock or livestock equipment. Cat.
P4B, Nuts and Bolts -- Crops, will include crops or cropping
equipment.

Cat. P5: Picture Story, Photo Sequence or Photo Essay
Photographsin this category should work together to create a
cohesive story or point of view. Submit one digital file for each
image. Include one JPEG or PDF image of the tear sheet layout
labeled with category and name, followed by a one- or two-
worddescriptionfollowed by “tearsheet.” Example: P5-Smith-
feeding tearsheet.JPG. Ifadditional photos were not

published because of space limitation, you mayinclude them
inthe entry. Those photos that were added, but not

published cannot be entered into any other category.

Cat. P6: AAEA Photographer of the Year

Evaluation of portfolios will be on the basis of subject matter,
originality, technical excellence, and versatility. Portfolio must
consist of no more than 20 images. However, Cat. 5 photo stories
eachcountonlyas “one” of those 20images. Unpublished photos
(Cat. P9) entries are not allowed in Cat. P6. Upload one digital file
of each image into your Cat. P6 Photographer of the Year entry,
keeping the file name each image had in its original category.
(Rememberto edit carefully and only showcase your bestimages
in your portfolio.) Only one Cat. P6 entry per photographer.

Cat. P7: Emerging Photographer

Opento members who have yet to win 1st, 2nd or 3rd placein the
AAEA Photography Awards. Subject matterisunlimited. Entrants
are limited to up to three entries in this category that have not
been entered in another category; one photo per entry.

Cat. P8: Photo lllustration

For Cat. P8, a photo illustration is defined as a photograph
created to illustrate a concept or issue being discussed in a
story. The image can be created eitherin a studio settingorina
natural environment. Example: illustrate a story on corn being
used in pharmaceuticals with a photo of corn kernels spilling out
of a prescription bottle. Photographs entered in this category
will be staged concept photos that illustrate an idea, issue or
other conceptin an article or on a cover. The entries are judged
primarily on how clearly the illustration conveys the editorial
concept. Describe the concept and the methods used to create
theillustrationin 100 words or fewer in the Comments section
of the entry form. Submit a PDF or JPEG “Proof of Publication” of
the whole page featuring the photoillustration.
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Cat. P9: Unpublished Photos

Ag-related images entered in this category should be images
taken for editorial-assignment or stock purposes between
April 16,2019, and April 15, 2020, but not published as editorial
material. These images will not be eligible for Photographer of
the Year or Photo of the Year. Entrant limited to up to three
separate entriesin this category that have not been entered into
another category; one photo per entry.

Cat. P10: Advertorial Photos

Ag-related images must clearly tell the story of the advertising
and editorial content associated. Subject matteris unlimited.
Cat. P11 Rotating Theme — Weather

This category will rotate from year to year and gives niche
photographers and freelancers an opportunity to highlight
images that may not fit elsewhere. The category for 2020 is
weather.Images should feature aweather event and be
illustrative in nature. Thistheme will rotate from year-to-year.
Cat. P12: Digitally Enhanced Photos

Inthis category, entrantsare allowed tolet their post-production
editing prowess shine. This category is designed for photos that
have been significantly manipulated, altered or composited,
including HDR photography. The usualenhancementrules (listed
above) don’tapply for Cat. P12. Winning entries will be selected
based on the best use of photo editing tools such as Photoshop
and HDR to enhance the original image.

DEADLINE: MAY 8, 2020
for entries and payment. *

*If a corporate check will be arriving after the deadline date,
please send an email to that effect to Mary Kendall Dixon,
mkdixon@asginfo.net.

PHOTO QUESTIONS?
Contact Kerri Reynolds Lotven
Office: 573-876-5364
Cell: 573-220-9691

Email: kreynolds@mfa-inc.com
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Master Photographer Program

The awards you earn in the photo awards program
determineyourlevelinthe Master PhotographerProgram.

Level 1 Earned by entering the photo awards program

Level 2 Place 2nd, 3rd, or honorable mention in one
class

Level 3 1st place in one class or place 2nd, 3rd or
honorable mention in two different classes, or
win Photograph of the Year

Level 4 1st place in two different classes, or placein
three different classes

Level 5 Photographer of the Year and place 1st, 2nd,
or 3rd in two different classes, or runner up
Photographer of the Year and place 1st, 2nd
or 3rdin three different classes, or place 1stin
three different classes

Master Photographer

Photographer of the year and place 1st, 2nd
or 3rd in three different classes, or runner up
Photographer of the Year and place 1st, 2nd, or
3rd in four different classes, or place 1stin four
different classes

Contact Mary Kendall Dixon, mkdixon@asginfo.net, if
you have questions about the Master Photographer
Program, your current level, or what you need to winin
order to achieve the next level in the program.

PHOTOGRAPHY CHECKLIST

|Z[ Is your AAEA membership current?

Was your entry published in print or online between April 16, 2019
and April 15, 2020?

|ZI Have you included the Required pdf or jpeg for Proof of Publication?

Have you listed the name and publication (organization) of the
photographerin the Credits section? In the event of a winning entry,
this is the information that will be on the plaque or certificate.
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